
210 S. Ashley St. Ann Arbor, MI 48104                                        734-662-8122



notes from downtown home & garden
may 2007

Lewis

Dear Friends,
It's precarious running any business in Michigan these days and downtown retail stores are among the most 
vulnerable. Contrary to headlines, last year was good for us and I know of other downtown stores that did
well too. I don't know how business will be next week, let alone next year. I don't have the skills to predict
the ups and downs of the economic cycle. But I'm confident most downtown stores are going to be ok. I
believe in brick and mortar buildings, locally owned businesses and the human experiences in downtown
Ann Arbor that got us here. I have to believe in them. I'm completely invested. If I didn't believe in them
I couldn't come to work in the morning. Google comes, Pfizer goes, cars replace horses, wars are fought,
boom times, bust times and anchor stores move to the mall. It's always been turbulent for storeowners. The
number of downtown stores has been dwindling for decades, but those of us still standing are battle-hardened,
adaptive survivors. We are directly accountable to our customers. We wait on them, then bump into them at
the grocery store or at a school play. Our business decisions don't have to satisfy a board of directors from
another universe. We contribute vibrancy to our neighborhood and enjoy the support of
our community. It's a relationship. Downtown is not a "Lifestyle Mall". What could be
more pathetic than that? Downtown is about real life and it will go on. Be part of it.
Come check us out.

the dr. is in....
our saturday morning

lecture series
from 10 until 1 

unless otherwise noted

May 5th...Project Grow presents basic organic gardening
and the low-down on heirloom plants.
May 12th…Master Gardener Gwen Reynolds presents
kid's garden projects.
May 19th…Gwen Reynolds shares her expertise in 
vegetable container gardening. Perfect for people with
limited space.
May 26th...Tom Kraft, with over 30 years in the plant
industry, on plant choices for ornamental container 
gardens and their proper care.
June 2nd...Bonsai is an art. Learn the basics from
Margaret Parker, artist, avid bonsai hobbyist and member
of the Ann Arbor Bonsai Society.
June 9th...Benny Gray, professional grower, on growing
orchids in the home. He’ll have specimens available for
show and for sale.
June 16th...Brown bats can eat up to 1,200 mosquitos in
an hour! Learn how to attract and house them with John
Steffenson, in-house bat fanatic.
June 23rd...Chef Matt Banks demonstrates The Big
Green Egg, the ultimate backyard cooker. People that
own them are almost cult-like in their devotion to them.
Come find out why, and have a taste of some extraordinary
outdoor cooking. 11a.m. until 2p.m.

c o m i n g s o o n d o w n t o w n h o m e a n d g a r d e n .c o m

like the cover?
Margaret Parker designs the covers for our award-
winning newsletters. The whole series is available for
sale here at the store, numbered and printed on archival
paper. Sold framed or unframed.

Lewis has such a sweet dispo-
sition. He lounges around day
after day in sunny patches as
the public passes by petting
and cooing. His visitors come, not
for his intellect, but for his profound
goodness. He just makes people feel good.
We ask nothing more of him.

Cover art by Margaret Parker, graphic design by Cynthia
Rutherford, copy by Mark Hodesh, printing by Inland
Press of Detroit.

hours
Monday through

Saturday
7:30a.m. - 7:00p.m.

Sunday
11:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.

Who made it?



ORGANIC gardening

insect control

weed control

Alfalfa Meal
Azomite
Blood Meal
Bone Meal
Cotton Seed Meal

Fish Emulsion
Fish Meal
Garden Manure
Greensand
Bat Guano

Ironite
Kelp Meal
Maxicrop Seaweed
Milorganite
Mushroom Compost

OMRI Potting Soil
Rock Phosphate
Sheep Manure
Soybean Meal

Bacillus Thuringiensis
Boric Acid
Copper Sulfate 
Diatomaceous Earth

Dormant Oil Spray
Garlic Barrier
Hot Pepper Wax
Insecticidal Soap

Iron Phosphate
Lady Bugs
Lime Sulfur Spray
Milky Spore

Mosquito Dunks
Neem Oil
Praying Mantids
Pyrethrin

You can actually do a pretty good job staying ahead of the weedsin
your lawn and garden without resorting to chemicals. For lawns,
the first defense is to have thick, vigorously growing turf, which tends to crowd
out weeds. If the weeds do get ahead of you, the Weed Hound is a gizmo that really
works. Step on it and prongs penetrate the soil, grabbing the weed by its root.
If you spot someone using one ask them how they like it. See if you can get a
ten-year-old to do piece work. In perennial beds or around shrubs, mulching

allows water in but keeps weed seeds from getting a firm root in the soil. We stock 
several bark mulches, straw, hay and landscape fabric. Corn gluten meal can be used in
any area to prevent germination of seeds. We also sell an organic weed killer that works well in sunny areas.

We make a living refereeing that point where the forces of nature and the desires of humans
intersect. Mice come indoors in the winter, ants invade, squirrels chew wires, deer eat
plants, woodpeckers peck holes in houses, the neighbor's cat …well, you know, and so on.
We have live traps and dead traps, scent repellents and taste repellents, fly swatters, fly
paper, mole traps and fencing by the foot. We can advise you how to use these products in
sync with the psychology and natural habits of pests so you achieve maximum success. 

Soil gets both tired and hungry. When it's hungry nourish it with fertilizers like fish emulsion, rock
phosphate or green sand. When it's tired, use organic soil conditioners such as sphagnum peat moss,
mushroom compost, composted manure or leaves and grass clippings. They fluff up the soil so roots
can grow and spread easily. Soil conditioners don't usually have much nutrition in them, although
some organic materials do a reasonable job of both fertilizing and conditioning your garden. Cotton
seed meal, fish meal, alfalfa meal and kelp meal do both. We also have genuine OMRI certified organic
potting soil and a huge selection of organic seeds. 

Many products in economical 50lb. bags or small, convenient sizes.

yummy food for your soil

IPM (integrated pest management) involves understanding the life cycles of pests and timing control
methods for maximum results. If you're proactive, an organic insecticide may cure an infestation. If
the bug population multiplies unchecked, you may have to resort to stronger medicine. Techniques
like companion planting may help you avoid problems all together. We can help you understand
IPM and we have many books on organic gardening. You can even come meet with representatives from Project
Grow who'll be here to discuss organic gardening practices on Saturday, May 5th from 10 until 1. 

pest control



My friend Simon travels to
China several times a year.
There he collects granite

benches, birdbaths, lanterns and
statuary for us. Granite is perfect

for our climate because it can be
left outside all winter and, over

time, it will grow lichen and moss.
A weathered granite piece looks natural in the garden, as
though it has always been there. 

spring
plants

granite

Our store never looks more beautiful than when we wheel
carts full of plants out to the sidewalk in early May. It looks
like a European market. There are plump little vegetable
and herb plants, some are organically grown, some are 
disease resistant hybrids and others are heirloom varieties.
Our selection of perennials is broad and changes annually
so if you didn't find it last year you may find it in one of
our four shipments this year. We offer Proven Winner
annuals in new varieties and colors as well as sturdy plants
especially for container gardens. For Mother’s Day we'll
have hanging baskets full of trailing plants for both shady
and sunny situations and spectacular bougainvillia and
mandevilla. We concentrate on plants in large-sized 
containers. After all, you shouldn't have to spend your
spring nursing spindly little plants that may never produce. 

Arugula, Basils, Catnip, Chives, Cilantro, Dill, Fennel,
Garlic, Horseradish, Lavenders, Leeks, Marjorams, Mints,
Nasturtiums, Oreganos, Parsleys, Rosemary,
Rue, Sages, Shallots, Tarragons, Thymes.

Anagallis, Gold Coin, Bacopa,
Double Begonia,Coleus,Cuphea 
Diascia, Evolvulous,Fiber Optic Grass,
Heliotrope, Double Impatiens, Lantana,
Licorice, Lobelia, Million Bells,Nemesia,
Nierembergia, Black Mondo Grass, Osteospermum, Oxalis, Baby
Bamboo, Streptocarpella, Streptocarpus, Assorted Succulents,
Sweet Potato Vine, Torenia, Trifolium, and many, many more.

Organic Tomatoes, Heirloom Tomatoes, Hybrid Tomatoes, Bell
Peppers, Sweet Peppers, Hot Peppers, Brussels Sprouts,

Broccoli, Cauliflower, Eggplant, Greens, Squash.

vegetables

I love selling canning supplies. For me, it's our store's
link to the Hertler family, who I bought the store from in
1975. In the Hertler's time, canning supplies were sold to
families that put up summer produce to feed themselves
through the winter. Nowadays, people mostly can jams,
jellies, chutneys and salsas. Each jar is a culinary
reminder of a unique growing season. On Saturday,
October 6th we will host our 7th Annual Jam Contest. To
enter, just bring us a jar of your favorite preserve by
Friday the 5th. Mark it on you calendar right now! To

vote, just show up on
Saturday between 10a.m.

and 1p.m. We’ll
serve the entries on

toasted Zingerman's
bread. 
1st Prize-12” solid

maple bowl, 2nd Prize-
Foley food mill, 3rd
Prize-“Keeping the
Harvest” canning book

canning

annuals

Yarrow, Monkshood, Ajuga, Hollyhock, Lady's Mantle, Anemone,
Pussytoes, Columbine, Thrift, Artemisia, Butterfly Weed, Aster,
Astilbe, Blackberry Lily, English Daisy, Butterfly Bush, Campanula,
Red Valerian, Snow-in-Summer, Cimicifuga, Lily-of-the-Valley,
Coreopsis, Corydalis, Crocosmia, Japanese Parsley, Delphinium,
Dianthus, Bleeding Heart, Foxglove, Leopard's Bane, Echinacea,
Echinops, Barrenwort, Sea Holly, Wallflower,
Joe-Pye Weed, Euphorbia, Strawberry, Sweet
Woodruff, Gaura, Geranium, Chilean Avens,
Baby's Breath, Helianthemum, Helleborus,
Daylily, Coral Bells, Hibiscus, Hosta, St.
John's Wort, Iberis, Iris, Lamium, Lavender,
Edelweiss, Shasta Daisy, Bitter Root, Liatris,
Asiatic Lily, Oriental Lily, Flax, Lobelia, Lunaria,
Lupine, Campion, Virginia Bluebells, Bee Balm,
Forget-Me-Not, Evening Primrose, Pachysandra,
Peony, Poppy, Candy Lily, Bearded Tongue, Russian
Sage, Phlox, Chinese Lantern, Obedient Plant,
Balloon Flower, Solomon's Seal, Primrose,
Lungwort, Mexican Hat, Ornamental Rhubarb,
Black-Eyed Susan, Sagina, Salvia, Blood Root,
Saxifrage, Scabiosa, Sedum, Hens & Chicks,
Stachys, Painted Daisy, Meadow Rue, Thyme,
Spiderwort, Toad Lily, Globeflower, Veronica, Vinca,
Viola, Ornamental Grasses, Ferns, Flowering Vines

herbs

perennials



pots community
potting bench

gloves

picnic Baskets

I was blown away by how many gardening
hats we sold last year. People are
really looking for protection from
the sun and we’ve gotcha covered.
We have men's, women's and children's hats. Some are so
stylish you could wear them to a cocktail party. Others are
just great down and dirty work hats that keep you cool.
All are top-quality and reasonably priced.

Our selection of gloves has been
evolving and this year we are all set
with lots of sizes to fit all hands.
There are a variety of materials
including washable leather, goat
skin, inexpensive durable synthetics,
rubber and cotton. We have rose pruning gloves with a
long gauntlet to protect your forearms. $149 to $24.

The Daily Shoe by Muck Boots
continues to lead our shoe
department. They are water-
proof yet breathe so your feet
don't get steamy. Good for walking
or working in the garden, $4499. We carry the Muck Clog
that is so tough you could run it through a brush chipper,
$1895. New this year are the classic black Wellington-style
boot with red sole, $1899, and a comfortable, slip-proof,
Croc-like knock-off called the Okura that comes in 5 
colors, $18.

shoes

A picnic in the Arboretum, on the Huron or the Seine
becomes really elegant if you have a nice picnic basket.
Some of ours include a picnic cloth and
all the utensils, glasses and storage
you'll need to feed two or four.
Some are traditional basket style,
others are sturdy canvas backpacks.
We've even got one on wheels.
Another is a simple insulated
bag that contains a wine
service for two. To carry
weekday work lunches
we've got a stylish neo-
prene handbagthat holds
a picnic for one. All are
gift-quality beautiful.

We've found some interesting dragon kiln pottery
from China for your garden this year. A dragon

kiln is made of brick and mortar, is about 6' wide
by 6' high with a rounded top and may be several

hundred feet long. It's built up a hillside undulating
as it conforms to the land and resembles a dragon's
back. At the bottom and at several locations up the

hill are places to pack wood. Over a period of
months, villagers make pots of clay from local pits
and, after they are air-dried, move them to the kiln.

When the kiln is filled the wood piles are torched. As
heat rises up the long narrow kiln a strong draft is

created that makes the fire burn super hot. The
pottery that emerges is rustic with sparse deco-
rations, light glazing and coloration from the

fire. I find it very appealing.

We have also imported a container of
garden pottery from Vietnam again this

year with new colors and different
shapes. This pottery is not the super
slick, evenly glazed stuff that you
see at the box stores. It is more
personal, unique.  In it you can

almost feel the hands of the
people that make it. We have

very competitive prices.

Did you know that if you buy a plant or pot from us you
are welcome to use our community potting bench? That's
right, make the mess here, not at your house. No charge.
It's located in our jewel-box greenhouse that also serves
as the centerpiece to our garden, and is home to an ever-
changing collection of beautiful indoor plants. Do your
container gardening surrounded by burbling fountains,
bonsai, orchids and scented flowering vines. Free potting
soil provided.

hats



hardwood furniture
arboria

haste

kingsley bate

If you had a nice rocking chair you might make time to
use it. Our Troutman Jumbo Oak rockers are made using
swelled joint construction (Shaker style), not glue, and
they have a high back and broad proportions.
Comfortable. From $150.

If you want to step up to teak furniture this season, stop
by and check out Kingsley Bate. We have lots of satisfied
customers who bought pieces ten years ago and are still
adding to their collection. The quality of the teak used
and its mortise and tenon construction are unsurpassed.
Most people, though, are attracted to Kingsley Bate
simply because it's beautiful to look at and comfortable
to sit in.

I'm not sure if there is such a thing as a "European Look"
but that's what came to mind when I first saw Haste 
dining furniture from Poland. It's made from weather-
defying Robina hardwood and strong powder-coated
steel. Its lines are thin and graceful, not clunky, and it
folds for easy storage. You won't see furniture like this
at the box stores.

There are times when you just don't need
anything more than inexpensive wood

furniture and for several years
now, we've had a very good

response to Kapur hardwood
furniture from Arboria. It's nice
looking, some of the pieces
fold for storage and it can go
toe-to-toe in our quality vs.

price battle with the box stores. Good furniture,
good price. We stock dining tables and chairs, side
tables, benches, gliders and Adirondack chairs. 

oak rockers

Mariachi outdoor rugs, made from recycled plastic, are
colorful, resilient and dry almost instantly. On a covered
porch or an open deck they "finish" your outdoor room.
We carry lots of patterns. 4x6 $31 5x8 $66.

outdoor rugs



casual furniture

emu bistro

our mission

Our imported French bistro furniture is as
charming as Paris itself. It's made of
durable powder-
coated steel,
comes in five colors
and folds for storage.
Add to it a patch of
morning sun, a
Zingerman’s pastry
and a New York
Times and you've
got the civilized
world by the tail.
Very affordable.

The culture that gave us the
Roman aqueducts and Sophia
Loren also gives us
EMU outdoor furniture. It
may not last 2,500 years but
the powder-coated steel con-
struction and stacking chairs
are as durable as they are
practical and comfortable. The
style is unforced and at first
seems rustic yet, like Ms.
Loren, it's elegant and you just
can't take your eyes off it.

We sell hundreds of reclining lounge chairs every year. Our
importer dropped the brand we used to carry but after carefully
examining the replacement we are proud to announce we now

carry The Faulkner Zero Gravity Recliner. It's a foldable,
portable, super comfortable lounger that eases stress on the
spine and heart. Lewis, our store cat approves. He's taken
one over now that he no longer needs his heated winter
throne. Regular $9995, Large $11995.

Here is a substantial $1000 umbrella you might want to think about. The Sun Garden Umbrella is eleven
feet wide, two feet wider than most, so you can fit the whole family under it. It is made of state-of-the-art

sun- and mildew-resistant fabrics and it can be tilted and turned so that it always stays between you and the
sun. It can also be fitted with an optional mosquito net that turns it into a bug-proof outdoor room

to make your backyard more enjoyable, more of the time.

the sun garden umbrella

the faulkner

Between the internet and the big box stores, today's shopper is presented with too much 
information and too many choices. Do you have time to process it all? Our mission is to filter
all that's available and present you with a distilled version that reflects our sense of value. To us,

value is a subjective interpretation of style, reliability and price. Our interpretation is our brand.
We don't offer the least expensive furniture and we certainly don't carry the most expensive. We have been choosing 
products for you as though we were shopping for ourselves for over 100 years. Our reputation is based on it.



Selling tools reminds me of Ray Seyfreid who worked for me when I bought this store in the mid 1970s. Ray had farmed
out on Miller Road, just past the expressway, since before the depression, and he knew about tools. When we looked over
new shipments, he would study the handles for strength, the grip for comfort and the business end to see how often it
would need sharpening. Ray was not impressed by brand names or newness for its own sake. Function was all that 
mattered to him and it is still what matters to us. We are ready to help you pick tools appropriate for your tasks. Our prices
are right too.

Tumbling Composter

The Big Green Egg California Firepit 75 Gallon Rain Barrel

Agrifab Farm CartSunlawn Reel Mower

tools & equipment


