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notes from downtown home & garden
may 2007

Dear Friends, q

It's precarious running any business in Michigan these days and downtown retail stores are amony .e most
vulnerable. Contrary to headlines, last year was good for us and | know of other downtown store
well too. | don't know how business will be next week, let alone next lydan't have the skills to pre
the ups and downs of the economic cycle. But I'm confident most downtown stores are going t
believe in brick and mortar buildings, locally owned businesses and the human experiences in ¢
Ann Arbor that got us here. | have to believe in them. I'm completely invested. If | didn't believe
| couldn't come to work in the morning. Google comes, Pfizer goes, cars replace horses, wars
boom times, bust times and anchor stores move to the mall. It's always been turbulent for stor
number of downtown stores has been dwindling for decades, but those of us still standing are battle
adaptive survivorsiVe are directly accountable to our custom#fs.wait on them, then bump into the
the grocery store or at a school pl@ur business decisions don't have to satisfy a board of directo
another universale contribute vibrancy to our neighborhood and enjoy the support.pf

our community It's a relationship. Downtown is not a "Lifestyle MalWhat could be g
more pathetic than that? Downtown is about real life and it will go on. Be part off/it

Come check us ou '

the dr. is in....

our saturday morning
lecture series
from 10 until 1

unless otherwise noted
May 5"...Project Grow presents basiganic gardening
and the low-down on heirloom plants.
May 12"...Master Gardener Gwen Reynolds presents
kid's garden projects. like the cover?
May 19"..Gwen Reynolds shares her expertise in Margaret Parker designs the covers for our award-
vegetable container gardening. Perfect for people with winning newslettersThe whole series is available for

limited space. _ _ sale here at the store, numbered and printed on archival
May 26"...Tom Kraft, with over 30 years in the plant yaner Sold framed or unframed.

industry on plant choices for ornamental container
gardens and their proper care. Lewis
June 2¢.Bonsai is an art. Learn the basics from
Margaret Parkerartist, avid bonsai hobbyist and member
of theAnn Arbor Bonsai Society

June 9"...Benny Gray professional groweion growing
orchids in the home. He’ll have specimens available for
show and for sale.

June 16'..Brown bats can eat up to 1,200 mosquitos in

Lewis has such a sweet disp! _
sition. He lounges around da, "%,
after day in sunny patches #
the public passes by pettir.y .
and cooing. His visitors come, nc y % 2 di
for his intellect, but for his profound * f’f

an hour! Learn how to attract and house them with John900dness. He just makes people feel good.
We ask nothing more of him.

Steffenson, in-house bat fanatic.

June 23'..Chef Matt Banks demonstratéEhe Big
Green Egg, the ultimate backyard cooki@eople that
own them are almost cult-like in their devotion to them
Come find out whyand have a taste of some extraordina
outdoor cooking. 1a.m. until 2p.m.
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insect control

IPM (integrated pest management) involves understanding the life cycles of pests and timing cg
methods for maximum results. If you're proactive, ajapic insecticide may cure an infestation.
the bug population multiplies unchecked, you may have to resort to stronger méaichmaques
like companion planting may help you avoid problems all togetkercan help you understand

. IPM and we have many books omanic gardeningYou can even come meet with representatives from Project
Grow who'll be here to discussgamnic gardening practices on Saturddgy 5" from 10 until 1.

Bacillus Thuringiensis Dormant Oil Spray Iron Phosphate Mosquito Dunks
Boric Acid Garlic Barrier Lady Bugs Neem Oil
Copper Sulfate Hot PeppeiVax Lime Sulfur Spray Praying Mantids
Diatomaceous Earth Insecticidal Soap Milky Spore Pyrethrin

WEDNESDAY LS
DELIVERY DAY
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WE OPEN
AT 7:30 A. M.

- Spring herbs
g ) Arugula, Basils, Catnip, Chives, Cilantro, Dill, Fennel,
LN Garlic, Horseradish, Lavenders, Leeks, Marjorams, M
p I ants Nasturtiums, Oreganos, Parsleys, Rosema
. om ' Rue, Sages, ShalloffarragonsThymes. /
Our store never looks more beautiful than when we wheel
carts full of plants out to the sidewalk in early Miyooks
like a European markethere are plump little vegetable
and herb plants, some areganically grown, some are
disease resistant hybrids and others are heirloom variet
Our selection of perennials is broad and changes annus
so if you didn't find it last year you may find it in one o
our four shipments this yeawe offer ProvenWinner
annuals in new varieties and colors as well as sturdy pla
especially for container gardens. For MotheDay we'll
have hanging baskets full of trailing plants for both shad
and sunny situations and spectacular bougainvillia a
mandevilla. We concentrate on plants in darsized
containers.After all, you shouldn't have to spend you
spring nursing spindly little plants that may never produc

annuals

Anagallis, Gold Coin, Bacopa,
Double Begonia,Coleus,Cuphea )\
Diascia, Evolvulous,Fiber Optic Grasé
Heliotrope, Double Impatiens, Lantand;
Licorice, Lobelia, Million Bells,Nemesia,
Nierembegia, Black Mondo Grass, Osteospermum, Oxalis, Baby

Bamboo, 8eptocarpella, tBeptocarpusAssorted Succulents,
Sweet Potat¥ine, Torenia,Trifolium, and manymany more.
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. community ' . pots
potting bench - —
Did you know that if you buy a plant or pot from us you
are welcome to use our community potting bendhét's
right, make the mess here, not at your house. N(gehar ~ fror

~It's located in our jewel-box greenhouse that also serves
as the centerpiece to our garden, and is home to an eve
changing collection of beautiful indoor plants. Do yo
container gardening surrounded by burbling fountal
bonsai, orchids and scented flowering vines. Free po
soil provided.

, as it confq‘
,back At the k

picnic Baskets

‘A picnic in theArboretum, on the Huron or the Seine
‘gecomes really elegant if you have a nice picnic basket.
Some of ours include a picnic cloth and

you'll need to feed two or fo
Some are traditional basket st
others are sturdy canvas backpa _
‘We've even got one on whee

Another is a simple insulated

shoes

The Daily Shoe by Muck Boo
continues to lead our sho
department.They are wate
proof yet breathe so your fe bag that contains a wir; |
don't get steamyso0d for walking service for twoTo carryff .
or working in the garden, $#4We carry the Muck Clogweekday work lunch g
that is so tough you could run it through a brush chippes've got a stylish neo ‘
$18=. New this year are the classic blakllington-style prene handbathat hold?
boot with red sole, $28 and a comfortable, slip-proofa picnic for one.All are
Croc-like knock-of called the Okura that comes in §|ft quahty beautiful.
colors, $18.




hardwood furniture

oak rockers
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If you had a nice rocking chair you might make time to
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— e ——— use it. OuiTroutman Jumbo Oak rockers are made using
swelled joint construction (Shaker style), not glue, and
they have a high back and broad proportions.
Comfortable. From $150.

If you want to step up to teak furniture this season, st
by and check out Kingsley Bai&/e have lots of satisfied
customers who bought pieces ten years ago and are
adding to their collectioniThe quality of the teak used
and its mortise and tenon construction are unsurpass
Most people, though, are attracted to Kingsley Ba
simply because it's beautiful to look at and comfortab
to sit in.

outdoor rugs
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Mariachi outdoor rugs, made from recycled plastic, a
colorful, resilient and dry almost instantfyn a covered
porch or an open deck they "finish" your outdoor roo
We carry lots of patterns. 4x6 $31 5x8 $66.



casual furniture

our mission

Between the internet and the big box stores, today's shopper is presented with too mtu
information and too many choices. Do you have time to process it all? Our mission is to filte
all that's available and present you with a distilled version that reflects our sense ofvaisie.
value is a subjective interpretation of style, reliability and price. Our interpretation is our brant
We don't ofer the least expensive furniture and we certainly don't carry the most exp&¥sihave been choosing
products for you as though we were shopping for ourselves for over 100 years. Our reputation is based on it.




California Firepit 75 Gallon Rain Barrel

tools & equipment

Selling tools reminds me of Ray Seyfreid who worked for me when | bought this store in the mid 1970s. Ray had fa
out on Miller Road, just past the expressyagce before the depression, and he knew about Wbk we looked over
new shipments, he would study the handles for strength, the grip for comfort and the business end to see how ¢
would need sharpening. Ray was not impressed by brand names or newness for its own sake. Function was
mattered to him and it is still what matters toWs. are ready to help you pick tools appropriate for your tasks. Our price
are right too.



