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Windham Cas tings 

Bamboo
New this year are our funky

bamboo tables and chairs. They
are lightweight, fold and will last

outdoors for years. Bamboo is a fast
growing grass and one of the

most plentiful and renew-
able natural resources in the
world. Its legendary strength
comes from it's slight flexiblity
which opposes our western
sense of strength based on rigid
concrete and steel. In China I've even seen
bamboo used for construction scaffolding
eight stories high.

Teak is the most durable outdoor furniture wood because its
high natural oil content repels harsh weather. We chose
Kingsley-Bate as our teak supplier years ago. They use only
plantation-grown teak and only the heartwood which is the
densest part of the tree. All furniture is pre-assembled and
drilled then disassembled for packing; the joints are doweled
mortise and tenon and it's hefty. Compare the weight to similar
pieces from other companies. The most important reason we
sell Kingsley-Bate furniture is because it’s nice looking.
We're proud to sell it and you'll be proud to own it. You can
take your furniture home in sturdy boxes or have it assembled,

if you prefer. Delivery in the Ann Arbor city limits is free.

Made in the USA. Sounds a little old-fashioned doesn't it?
Windham Castings patio furniture is made in Plains, Georgia
and its superb quality and smooth casting are head and shoulders
above the no-name imports. We keep only a small inventory
of this line in the store so please allow extra time
for special ordering
and delivery.

Kingsle y-Bat e Teak

The very popular Kingsley-Bate 66 inch
Evanston Dining Table has been discontinued so we’re
sellingwhat we have on hand at 35% off. Ask about it
here at the store.



Recy cled T eak

"Contract Furniture" is
the term used by the

industry to describe the
furniture sold to 

restaurants and other
large accounts. It’s tough

and inexpensive. Our
Emu Italian contract
furniture is not only 

functional but also sleek
and stylish. We stock

Emu stacking chairs and
several 

different
sized

tables in
"aluminum"

and 
"antique iron"

finishes. 

The jungles of Southeast Asia hide the remnants
of broken teak wagon wheels, carts, household

furnishings and farm implements. Even when
decades old, the wood is so sturdy it can be
recycled into beautiful new furniture. We've
found a treasure trove of stools that show

markings from their original use and look
rugged and earthy either indoors or out. 

Go ahead, you can do it. Put yourself in the picture. Kick
back and relax in a Pawley's Island Original Rope
Hammock. We've got great prices and a nice selection of
styles and colors in quilted or rope hammocks and
swings. In case you don't have two trees that are about
16 feet apart, we have sturdy hammock stands too. This
summer it's your turn doze and drift as white clouds
float above.

Kapur is a hardwood that grows in
Southeast Asia. It is much less expensive
than teak. We buy Kapur furniture from the
Arboria Company who we have done business
with and trusted for years. It's handsome, hard-
wearing and a terrific value. In addition to
adirondack chairs, we've got benches, deep 
seating pieces, occasional tables and dining tables
and chairs. 

Paw ley’ s Island Hammoc ks

Arbor ia Har dw ood Emu



Recy cled R ugs

Fr enc h Bis tr o
This is exactly the same 
furniture you see at cafes
on the streets of Paris. It's
inexpensive and folds for
storage. It's lightweight and
easy to move from a sunny to
a shady spot and back again so
you can enjoy your backyard
haven all season long. Most
important it is très chic.
Available in french blue,
mandarin orange, black,
aniseed green and new this
year, poppy red.

Nowadays, when the weatherturns nice,
people move outdoors and bring with them
the modern comforts and conveniences
they enjoy in their living r ooms and

kitchens. Hibachis have morphed
into elaborate outdoor ranges and
stools and folding chairs have given

way to deep seating lounges and sofas.
Keeping in step with the trends, we
carry outdoor area rugs, woven from
thr eads of recycled plastic. They come in
lots of colors and classic patterns. They

are super durable and dry almost 
immediately after a rain or when washed
off with the hose.  

Gotc ha Co ver ed
If you'd like a little shade on a hot summer day but don't have trees in just the right places we’ve gotcha covered. Our
Carter Grandle quality umbrellas are made of mildew-, rot- and fade-resistant fabrics and come in solid colors or bright
patterns. Their stong aluminum poles tilt and rotate so that you can block the sun as it moves across the sky, always
keeping yourself in the shade. If you want BIG shade check out our incomparable Sun Garden giant tilting umbrellas
usually seen only in high-end, mail-order catalogs. We beat the catalog prices hands down.

Lafuma chaise lounges are the most comfortable, foldable,
portable, reclining lounges made. They are available in
either padded or cool mesh fabrics, in black or forest green
and in regular or large sizes. There are inferior knockoffs on

the market these days and we encourage you to check
them out, we have. We sell only the authenticLafuma
starting at $13999 and we'll match anyone's price.

Lafuma Loung es



Pr eser ving t he Har vest
Canning supplies are a growing part of our business. These
days, of course, people don't rely on preserving their harvest
to get through the winter like they once did. Most of the
supplies we sell are used for making specialty preserves
you can't buy in the store or to capture the fleeting pleasure
of short-seasoned fruits like gooseberries or damson plums.
(They make great Christmas presents.) Each fruit and veg-
etable has a very short peak-flavor season so get ready to

can early. We stock can-
ning jars, water bath and
pressure canners, pick-
ling crocks, dehydrators
and all the other supplies

you'll need. If you
are new to canning
we've got books and
expert advice too.

It's entertaining to watch nesting birds
flit back and forth with beaks full of
nesting materials and morsels of food
for their young. You can bring this
high activity into your yard and up
close by providing nesting boxes.
We have a good selection of cedar
houses for cavity nesters like wrens,
flickers and woodpeckers and we have
bat houses too. Birds eat an extraordi-
nary amount when they are nesting so
keep your feeders full in the spring.

We've enlarged our book selection
significantly this year, focusing on
Michigan, Washtenaw County and
even Ann Arbor titles that are 
particularly relevant to yourbackyard.

They range from "how to" books for
beginners to classic reference and
identification books for experienced
gardeners and professionals. In addition

to gardening, we have books on local
birding, history, cooking and even 

children's books.

We are your #1 source for organic gardening supplies in
Washtenaw County. Come see us for organic soil amend-
ments, fertilizers and pest, disease and weed control products
plus good advice on how to use them. We can even help
you grow an organic lawn. If we can't answer your question
we'll get you in touch with someone who can.

Fertilizers
Alfalfa Meal

Azomite
Bat Guano
Blood Meal
Bone Meal

CottonSeed Meal
Fish Emulsion

Fish Meal
Greensand

Ironite
Kelp Meal

Maxicrop Seaweed
Milorganite

Rock Phosphate
Soybean Meal

Weed Control
Burn-out

Corn Gluten Meal
Dandelion Diggers
Landscape Fabric

MULCHES
Straw
Hay

Pest Control
Bacillus Thuringiensis

Boric Acid
Copper Sulfate 

Diatomaceous Earth
Dormant Oil Spray

Garlic Barrier
Hot Pepper Wax

Insecticidal Soap
Iron Phosphate

Lime Sulfur Spray
Milky Spore

Mosquito Dunks
Neem Oil
Pyrethrin
Rotenone
Sluggo
Sulfur

Tobacco Dust
Lady Bugs

Praying Mantis

Bir ding

Or ganics

Good R eads



Lewis, our orange tabby cat, has learned to recognize certain
people's voices. He can hear them over the din and bustle
of a busy Saturday morning. He can hear them even if
they’re out in the barn and remembers them even if they
haven't been in the store for weeks. The key to his heart is,
of course, treats. He greets the giver of the gifts with such
loving yowls and pandering that they become convinced
they are the most important person in his world. But the
truth of the matter is, that when I arrive at 4:30 in the morning
he greets mewith even more intense adoration and I know
that I am really the most important person in his world. That
cat should be in politics. But seriously, please don't feed

him. Lewis is on a strict
diet and has a delicate

digestive system.
Treats don't agree
with him.

Frankly, I like the hot sun beating down on my bald head,
the hotter the better, as though there is a tomato hidden
somewhere in my lineage. Most people are more prudent
when it comes to ultraviolet light so, for them, Cindy has
chosen some super stylish yet functional and comfortable
broad-brimmed sun hats. Lots of them are crushable and
we’ve even got kid’s hats too.

The Big Green Egg is the ultimate backyard cooker. People
that own them are almost cult-like in their devotion to them.
It's more than a grill because its thick ceramic walls absorb
then radiate heat, like an oven, allowing you to slow-cook
or smoke tough, but often the most flavorful, cuts of meat
like brisket or shoulder roasts. Chef Matt Banks will be
demonstrating the Big Green Egg here at the store Saturday,
June 24th from 11a.m. until 2p.m. Stop by for a taste of some
extraordinary outdoor cooking.

Our customers' feet have been really pleased with Muck
Shoes. They're waterproof yet they breathe so your feet
don't get steamy. Muck also makes our easy-on-easy-off
clogs. They're so tough you could almost run them through

a chipper yet they're soft and lightweight.
Try Muck shoes and clogs for happy

toes and smiling feet. 

The flower bulbs in slick, mail-order catalogs are tempting
but not inexpensive. Save big bucks by ordering box-lot
quantities from us. We have hundreds of varieties to choose
from: common bulbs as well as a huge selection of minor,
antique, species, fragrant, and deer-resistant bulbs. Orders
must be placed and paid for by June 30th. They're ready for
pick up here at the store in October.

Pr e-Season Bulb Sale

Head t o Toe The Big Gr een Egg



Vie tnamese P ots

It's spring and we've started to roll our plant
carts out to the sidewalk again, making our
block of Ashley St. look like a European
flower market. Last year we doubled our

plant business by introducing a broad
selection of herbs in individual 2.5"

pots, huge patio tomato plants almost ready to
bear fruit and an expanded selection of plants

particularly suited for container gardening
in our Vietnamese pots. This year
we're adding organic vegetable plants

from Frog Holler, a larger assortment of
heirloom varieties, roses from Great Lakes
Roses and more new and unusual perennials.
We also have lots of huge, lush hanging
baskets to choose from. Our favorite is a
traditional red or pink geranium with giant

snowflake bacopa. Come check us out. We
know the plant business and we have really

competitive prices.

We were the first garden store around to introduce large Vietnamese plant containers. Our prices are great because we are
direct importers and our selection is the best because our overseas buyers choose new shapes and colors that are hand-cast,
hand-glazed and wood-fired. Our "Big Box" competitors sell boring, mass-produced, gas-fired pots that lack the interesting

variations of handmade pots. If you're becoming less interested in wowing your friends and neighbors
with large, competitive, labor-intensive gardens try container gardening. It's a less
strenuous way to accent your home, your patio and your life. We deliver.
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Not es fr om Do wnt own Home & Gar den    ma y 2006
Rock 'em, sock 'em, wham bam! The old parking

structure on First St. behind our store was demolished last
winter and carted off in small pieces. The ground shook and
our windows rattled as three huge Caterpillar 345Bs straight
out of Jurassic Park with cruel jaws and pounding snouts
gnawed and pecked at the concrete and steel until it fell. The
demolition provided us terrific mid-winter entertainment and
in the end, our view of the Old West Side was restored to
what it was before the structure was built in 1948.

In 1948 our store was over 40 years old. This year we
celebrate our one-hundredth birthday! To survive one-hundred
years our store has had to meet the challenges of changing
technology and tastes. The Hertler family, who I bought our
store from in 1975, had to overcome unlucky timing after
they built the horse barn that is now our drive-thru warehouse
in 1906. Just two years later Henry Ford started to roll Model
Ts off the line in Detroit. When I was trying to awaken the
long-dormant business in the mid-seventies, Montgomery
Ward and Sears and Roebuck had just moved from downtown
to the mall, leaving behind blowing newspapers and vacant
storefronts on Main St. Our store's historic response to 
challenges has been predictable, forthright and consistent.
We work hard and draw strength from our tradition of
knowledgeable full-service and useful, durable products. For
us, it's always been about the "old way" and that mantra has
helped us adapt to the times without losing our soul.

As our second hundred years begins we face a new
challenge and it took the demolition behind us to make me
realize it. The future is now and our challenge is not from
nearby competitors, as it once was, or even box stores, mail-
order catalogs or the internet. It's from our changing 
neighborhood. Old retail neighbors like Ehnis and Son,
Wilkinson's Luggage, Afterwords and Schlenker Hardware,
among many others, are gone. Our new neighbors are the
Delonis Center, YMCA, Ashley Mews, Liberty Lofts,
Ashley Terrace and of course the new project (we don't know
what it will be) soon to be built on the now vacant site right

behind us. In this new neighborhood we exist cheek by jowl
with institutions and large housing complexes. People will
live, visit and dine downtown like never before, but will they
shop for hard goods downtown?

We like it downtown and business is pretty good. We
don't want to go away. Our goal is to be part of the vibrant
24/7 downtown Ann Arbor of the future and to make a vital
contribution to that future. The Calthorpe Report, Downtown
Plan and community consensus concur that a vibrant 
downtown cannot be based on the dining and entertainment
businessalone. Retail stores add breadth and interest to the
pedestrianneighborhood experience and must be part of the
mix. We are going to meet the challenge to retail stores
posed by our changing neighborhood by going to the well
one more time. We will continue to rely on our proven
strength as providers of uncompromising full-service and 
useful, well-made productsat a fair price. As the project on the
site of the former parkingstructure behind us takes shape,
there is a fantastic opportunityto blend old with new creating
a strong base on which to build the future and for us to begin
our second hundred years.

Nearly every weekend from March through August there's something happening here at Downtown Home & Garden.
Sometimes it's educational, sometimes it's a community service event, sometimes it's a benefit party and sometimes it's
something just plain fun. You can find out what we've got planned by checking the community calendars in The Ann Arbor
News, The Observer and The Michigan Gardener. Keep your eyes peeled for our weekly ads on Thursdays in the Ann Arbor
news as well. They'll announce the upcoming weekend's event along with sales and helpful seasonal reminders (like don't
forget Mother's Day, May 10th!). The following are just a few of the events scheduled. Call the store for more details.

What ’ s Happening

Ma y Ev ents
May 6th…Local professional orchid grower, Benny Gray, with an intro-
duction to growing orchids in the home, and a head full of information
on every orchid variety imaginable. He’ll bring his own specimens, some
for show and some for sale. 10a.m. until 1p.m.
May 13th...our very own animal-lover, John Steffenson, takes a time out
to educate you on attracting and feeding hummingbirds. 10a.m. until 1p.m.

May 20th...Sheri Repucci of Project Grow shares her expertise in organic
vegetable container gardening. Perfect for people with limited space!
10a.m. until 1p.m.
May 27th...With over 20 years of experience in the plant industry, Tom
Kraft can help you with good plant choices for ornamental container gar-
dens and teach you the proper care of them. 10a.m. until 1p.m.


