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210 S. Ashley St. Ann Arbor, Ml 48104



Deck The Halls

An important part of the Christmas experience is the fragrance of
greensA wreath on the door greets those who pass through
its welcoming scentWe've got medium and lge boxwood and
decorated mixed wreaths. Egezen boughs are easy to decor
with. Try an arrangement on the dining table or mantelpic
You can also spruce up a dull empty window box with a
evegreen branches, some lights and ornaméfiessell
Port Orford CedaBlueberry Junipemoble Fir Incense
Cedar White Pine and Holly all by the bunch. Egezen
roping is great for wrapping around pillars and po:
draping around your front porch or hanging

swags on the front of your hous#eave it through
the spindles of your staircase or in and arot

the dishes on a holiday bef. Available in
Douglas Fir Boxwood, Western Pine anc
Princess Pine.

Choosing Your Tree
Balsam Fir is very fragrant an
relatively inexpensive but tends 1
dry out more quickly than some.
Concolor Fir has a decided|
citrus fragrance. Its needles c:
last up to five weeks.

Fraser Fir is a long lasting tre
(four to five weeks) with soft needles.

Blue Spruce has an unusual col
loose form, is easy to decorate a
lasts about three weeks indoors.

Douglas Fir has soft needles and will last thi
weeks or so in the house.

Soft Lighti ng

Soft glowing natural light illuminates the holiday spisife have a nice collection of hand-dippe
beeswax-blend candles, blown glass oil candles from Poland, colorful mosaic hurricanes and tr
German Pyramidd/NVe also carry smokeless, odorless lamp oil by the quart.

Franki ncense & Myrrh

Oman is home to the Boswellia sacra tree, the
only species in the world to produce Hojari
resin, the only resin that can produce the sacred
"Tears of Heaven", commonly known as frankin
cense. Known to induce introspection and calm,
it's the frankincense of Herodotus, guarded
by flying snakes, shrouded in perpetual
mist and brought by the Magi to the baby
Jesus. It's one of the most important
luxury items of trade in OldNorld
Arabia and its available right here at
Downtown Home & Garden.



Mark, The Amaryllis Ki  ng

Keeper of 44 V arieties of Amaryllis

| am Mark, theAmaryllis King and until someone shows me a better collection of
top-sized bulbs at a better price I'm going to keep my crowierhave 44 varieties
priced from $8 for regular sized bulbs to $18 for humongous bulbs, the biggest and

Amigo
Amoretta
Amputo
Aphrodite
Apple Blossom
Baby Star
Chico
Christmas Gift
Donau
Emerald
Fairytale
Grandeur
Green Goddess
Jewel

La Paz

Lady Jane
Lima

Mary Lou
Melusine
Minerva

Misty

Nymph

Orange Sovereign

Pamela
Pasadena
Picotee

Pink Floyd
Pink Nymph
Pink
Piquante
Red Lion
Red Nymph
Red Peacock
Rilona
Roma

Royal Velvet
Ruby Meyer
Santa Cruz
Santos
Susan
Toronto
Vera

White
Yellow Goddess

baddest in townWe also have cool pots to put
them in and if you're giving lots of them as
gifts we have amaryllis kits pre-potted,
wrapped and ready to go. Growing
instructions included. Just add water

Cultivate Y our Mi nd

Books make great gifts for gardeners. If you can't work outside
least with a good book you can plan and fantasize until the wea
turns. Our bookshelves include general books for beginne
specialized books for the enthusiast and reference book clas
such as Dirs lllustrated Encyclopedia of Hardirees and
Shrubs. A little winter garden reading may open the doors
possibility save you a few missteps or even a lot of money
helping you choose the right plakYe also havénn Arbor
History books, identification and field manuals for wildlife
and plants, and cookbooks.



And W hile | W as Musi ng The Fire Burned On

We know you have central heating but there is something primal and
wonderful about toasting half your body at a time, until your
jeans almost burn, in front of a real fire. For outdoor
fires, we sell fire pits made from steel, copper or
iron. We have accessories for your indoor fireplace as
well: firescreens, fireplace tools, log carriers, log racks,
firebacks, bellows, grates, fireproof gloves and hearth
brooms. Genuine Gegia Fatwood starts a fire instantly and naturally with just one
match. Don't ovepay through mail order catalogdle sell by the pound and in
50 Ib. boxes. For fire-safe fun check out our open flame popcorn
poppers and rainbow flame crystals, too.

Li ke The Cover?

Margaret Parker creates the distinctive
illustrations you see on the covers of our
newsletters.They are available here at

the store printed on archival paper
numbered, matted and signédiso available framed.

Not Only Fi ne Feathers

We sell a lot of bird feeders and tons
(literally) of bird food each week.
Good selection, good prices. I've had
an exceptional variety of birds this
fall using a simple platform feeder on a
pole and hulled sunflower chips as food. I'm
getting finches, nuthatches, juncos,
chickadees, cardinals, blue jays and
downy, hairy and red-headed woodpeckers.
The squirrels are 100% stumped becaust
I've got a bdfe on the pole and the
nearest branch is five feet awayd
because the sunflowers are hulled, there
IS no mess on the ground.

Paperwhite Narcissus Flowers

Paperwhite Narcissus are a traditional, fragrant, indoor flower bulb popular at Christt
time. They take about four to six weeks to bloom after planting. Lots of our custom
plant them in successive batches to enjoy all winter long. People who grow paperwt
every year know that they can get leggy to the point that their blooms flop over unl
staked.We came across an interesting technique researched at Cornell University

keeps them 1/3 to 1/2 their normal height yet allows them to produce full-sized bidmms.
blooms will last two to three weeks depending on the temperature of your home. Pick
free copy of the instructions here at the store and try it for yourself.



Fun For The W hole Family!

Many modern toys are too complicated for adults and after al
what's the pointAdults give toys to children so that they can enjoy
them togetherDowntown Home & Garden has toys that even the
oldest adult can have fun with. Check out our selection of time-teste
and inexpensive standards like jacks, tiddly winks, marbles and domino
Make a family band with our tin penny whistles, harmonicas, tambourine
and kazoos. Remember how funny and simple wind-up tin toys ar
finger puppets can b&Vhat about that Radio Flyer Retro Red tricycle

you always wanted when you were a kid? For the naugletyven

sell lumps of coal in scuzzy gift bags. Come play withAtsDowntown

Home & Garden we know how to have a good time.

Christmas Ornaments

We choose Christmas ornaments that are fun. None are too fianaymbered collect® pieces,
just fun and inexpensive ornaments that you and your family will enjoy bringing out year ai
year They're simpleThey remind me of Christmas in the 1950s and 60s. Over time, our select
has grown and it started to squeeze other merchandideeahelvesWe've moved it out to
our barn and installed radiant heat to make shopping there comfortable. Come take a look.
and adults alike are sure to find seme
thing to make them smile.

Jars & T Ins

It feels really good to give homemade gifts. Receiving then
is even better when you consider how much love they're mac
with. A batch of jam or cookies yields enough for several gifts
and it usually doesn't take any more time or money to mak
those gifts than to scurry around in fimfand crowded stores
trying to buy them. Come in and see us for tins with simple
holiday designs that will hold one or two dozen cookies,
pretty jars for homemade candies, alldck and Ball
jars for jams and other tasty preserves.



Peugeot Peppermills

Peugeot salt and pepper mills are the standard by which all
others are judged. | use one that is 25 years old and my
mother still uses one that she got from my great-grand
mother that must be 125 years dlde carry a selection of
wood, lacquered, stainless steel and acrylic mills all
equipped with the same excellent Peugeot adjustable
grinding wheels.Twist of the
mill monsieur?

The Big Green Egg

Last year we sold four Big Green Eggsis
year we sold twenty-fourThe word gets out.
The Big Green Egg is the world's best smpker
grill and oven. It can hold a 200 degree fire for 10
to 12 hours on one load of charcoal. It's perfect for
slow smoking briskets, shoulder roasts or even the
Christmas goose. It can be used outdoors all
winter. Sop by and ask Mark or Matt for
their personal experience willihe Big
Green Egg.

Lewis Q uits H is Night Job

Lewis, our big orange tabby store cat, has lived here for yee
As he's aged he's become less interested in mice and
more interested in roast turkdyis sleeping patterns
haven't changed though, he still feu$ from
narcolepsyHe's awake about one hour per,day
of course that's not all at once. If you want to
visit Lewis at this time of yeamnine times
out of ten you'll find him sleeping on his
heating pad throne.
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This page illustrates just
sampling of the vast selectic
of kitchenware items w
carry. As always, we art
combing our catalogs ar
visiting trade shows lookin
for practical tools and goo
values. Pricedoes matter
We're shopping for you a
we would for ourselves.

For years Zingerman's Bakehouse has provided our comrr
with baked goods as good as or better than any in the w
Now they are taking a step beyond and aferioig baking
classes. You can check out the class schedule

Poy ish A, K9
%,

“Qua\ity Bakem,
&,

Asian Lacquerwgrg

Zingermansbakehouse.cor
It takes a company secure
their excellence to tdr trade
secrets to the publicAnd
FYI, we carry most of
the equipment Zingerman
recommends to their studen

Lecr euset Enameled 1ronW&®

Bodum Coffee & Teawares



Notes From Downtown Home & Garden November 2006

You get more for your money when you shop downtown.are we really more expensive?, @frwe sell the Henckel

forged knife and you see the step-down Henckel stam
At a downtown store the buyer is usually the owner whkoife for less money at the mall does that make us n
knows his customers. Big box stores have a hierarchyegpensive? | don't think so. It's tough for the box store ch
national buyers that try to gauge their customers' interests to competeThey pay high mall rents while w
with focus groups. Mall stores need nationally advertised own our building.They pay a fortune heatin
products that they can sell a lot of to satisfy their vast those huge caverns while we have old-fashiol
appetite for revenues. Small stores can search under the radiators and when they turn on the air cen
radar for merchandise from small venddksgift from a tioning we just roll down our
downtown store is likely to be more unusual and awnings. The big box stores
personal than a mass marketed gift from a big box squeeze profits from the turni

store or the mall.

In my memory which goes back to the
1950's, there hasn't been a single occurrence
in downtownAnn Arbor of a customer
being trampled by a stampeding crowd.
Downtown is a civilized place to shop.
Why in the world would a person subject
themselves to the blaring, competitive
environment of a mall at this time of year?

The parking myth. It is true that if you

come downtown on a weekend evening

or on a football Saturdait's hard to find

a parking spotWe open at 7:30 a.m.

from Monday through Saturday'll

guarantee you'll find a spot then, and in

fact, all through the day and into early

evening cars come and go from parking

spaces orshley $., in the Kline's lot

or in the lot right behind us at First and
Washington. In addition, we've got our own six-
space lot at the corner of Liberty afighley and
eight more spaces inside our drive-thru barn.
Every Christmas, cars get backed up tateSS.
andAnn Arbor-Saline Road trying to get to the
mall. That's no myth.

We know there is a sneaking suspicion that shop
ping at downtown stores costs more than shopping
at the mallWe hear it often, "I like shopping at
your store even if it does cost a little moraZ&ll,
thank you, but consider this: if the flower bulbs
we sell are several centimeterglarthan those at

a box store and we chygr a few cents more for them,

CoverArt by Margaret Parker Graphic Design by Cynthia Rutherford.

and then send them to an oL
of-state headquarters. Our hea

quarters is right upstair§he
profit stays at home.

Business has been terrific here
the store and we thank ot
customers. For us, thanks is no
note at the bottom of your receip
"Thank you, come againWe thank
you by ofering worthy products,
knowledge and service, and by makir
sure that each customer's purche
meets their needs. Some customs
come in five times a weekVe are part
of their lives and they are part of our
That's a heartfelt relationship and v
are honored by it.

I make a good living running Downtown Hom
& Garden in spite of the Conventionalisdom
that says downtown retail is dyingt the same
time we pay wages well above the living wa
standard set by the City &hn Arbor. In addition
we pay half the cost of health insurance for &
employee that wants to participate and we ¢
three weeks paid vacation. I'm proud that the busir
model of our 100-yeanld store still works for all of
us because | couldn't count Downtown Home
Garden a success unless the custonlee
employees and the boss were all getting a full
measure of value.
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