


Organic Gardening

We are your #1 source for organic gardening supplies in
Washtenaw County. Come see us for organic \soil
amendments, fertilizers, pest, disease and weed control
products, plus good advice on how to use them. We-can
even help you grow an organic lawn. If we can't answer
your guestion we'll get you in touch with someone who can.

Fertilizers Weed Control Pest Control

Alfalfa Meal Burn-out % .* Bacillus Thuringiensis
Azomite Corn Gluten Meal  Boric Acid

Bat Guano Dandelion Diggers  Copper Sulfate

Blood Meal Landscape Fabric ~ Diatomaceous Earth
Bone Meal Straw Dormant Oil Spray
Cotton Seed Meal Hay Garlic Barrier

Fish Emulsion Hot Pepper Wax

Fish Meal Insecticidal Soap
Greensand Iron Phosphate
Ironite Lime Sulfur Spray
Kelp Meal " Milky Spore
Maxicrop Seaweed !71 Mosquito Dunks
Milorganite Neem Oil
Rock Phosphate Pyrethrin
Soybean Meal Rotenone
Sluggo
Sulfur
Tobacco Dust
Lady Bugs

Praying Mantis

Pre-season Bulb Sale

The flower bulbs in slick mail-order catalogs are tempting
but not inexpensive. Save big bucks by ordering box-lot
guantities from us. We have hundreds of varieties to
choose from: common bulbs as well as a huge selection
of minor, antique, species, fragrant, and deer-resistant
bulbs. Orders must be placed and paid for by June 30™.
They're ready for pick-up here at the store in October.

Garden Cart On Sale

Oops! We screwed up and ordered a three-year supply
of 14 cubic foot garden carts. We gotta move ‘em so
they're on sale now for $129%, regularly $159%. Aside

from the price, the great thing
about these carts is |
the way the weight is
balanced over the
axle so that even a

Plant Market

At this time of year it looks like a festive European plant
market right here on Ashley Street. The back of our
parking lot is filled with a variety of unusual, sturdy
perennials. Each day we wheel a parade ofcarts loaded
with roses, annuals, fragrant herbs and standard, heirloom
and pesticide-free vegetable starts out to the sidewalk.
In our greenhouse and shade structure hang blooming
baskets of mandevilla, bougainvillea, jasmine, wave
petunias, fuchsia, million bells, lobelia, sweet potato
vine and elephant ears that all make wonderful Mother's
Day gifts. We are proud of our collectlon of healthy,
beautiful plants from s ;

local growers. !,’f : i
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Preserving The Harvest

=~y ,0ne hundred years ago we supplied farm families with equipment to preserve
“their harvests. We still sell a complete line of pressure cookers, water bath canners,
.~ canning jars, pickling crocks, and we still offer solid advice. On October 3“we
will hold our 6™ annual jam contest and you are invited to enter. It's sort of like
a county fair except that everyone stopping by gets to taste
. the entries on toasted Zingerman's bread and vote for his
or her favorite. There are big prizes at stake; an All-Clad
stock pot, a J.A. Henckels chef’s knlfe and a Foley food
- mill. Enter your best jam
", or jelly by October 2™,

-
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Vietnamese Pots

‘I'm pleased every time | think about how our
100-year-old German farm store has adapted to the ¥
modern world. When | bought this store fram the
Hertler family, its' realm was bound by Flint, Toledo,
Detroit and Jackson. Now we sell products from all
over, including magnificent garden pottery from
Vietham. Many of the box stores carry a version of
this pottery, but it isn't as nice as ours because it's
mass produced by machines. Each piece is identical.
Boring. Ours is hand cast, hand glazed and wood
fired. Each piece is-unique. If you want an extraordi-
nary garden or home accent, check us out. Our prices
. & on these direct imports are terrific.
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7 % Breadbo;

Four times a day pastries and breads come out of the
ovens at Zingerman's Bakehouse and are rushed over
to us. When you look at our display you are looking at
fresh baked goods. Back in the 70's we got pretzels
from Burt Lutz's Quality Bakery near the corner of Main
and William. The old German farmers that hung
around this store called them "Breadzels". Today we
get a really delicious pretzel from the Bakehouse.
Check them out on Saturdays, just $1.

A really successful window box can change the whole feel of your home. A G
well-placed pot with plants spilling out of it can give your garden or patio a U ¥
new dimension. Creating a successful container garden isn't difficult if you)@

- — =a%mm Mind a few basic design principles. First, choose a :

container that is large enough to make a statement and not get Iost -

World Headquarters

Heow-can the big box chain stores compete with the little
guy downtown? Our world headquarters is right
upstairs. They have to support one out of state. We
own our building. They have to pay high mall rents.
We answer to our customers and to ourselves. They
have to make the books look good for Wall Street
speculators. We focus on our community while they
market to the whole country, and this is our trump.
We’re small, local and unique. /

Cookware

I'm a professional cook. |
know how to make food
taste good. | learned from
my mother Annette, who is
a fabulous cook. I'm also
fast and practical, which |
learned when | started the
Fleetwood Diner here in town and when |
owned the Castine Inn in Maine. Our
Downtown - Home & Garden kitchenware selection
reflects my experience. Our goal is to sell good "battle
tested" cookware, utensils and knives. I'm not inter-
ested in equipment that merely looks good hanging
around the kitchen. For outdoor cooking we offer the
Big Green Egg, an enclosed ceramic grill/smoker
based on a Chinese design, Oxo barbecue tools and
real hardwood charcoal. My recipe for wilted sweet
and sour red onions is a great accompaniment for
grilled meat. Stop by for a recipe card.

Y

in its surroundings. Second, establish stature with a vertical element like an
lornamental grass or spiky plant. Next, and most important, create a focal point with
the plant you want to feature as the star of the show. Last, consider cascading plants

__ to add a graceful base for your arrangement. Experiment with monochro-
matic plantings or use contrasting colors for a more vibrant color
» scheme. Sometimes a lush planting of only one kind of flower can
® be very powerful too. Container gardens dry out quickly and need
d frequent watering. Use our special moisture-retentive, bark-based
' container soil and fertilize often to keep your potted plants healthy.




Unimeta Emu

Last year our comfortable, stream-lined, all-weather "Contract furniture” is the way
Unimeta lounges and adjustable folding chairs sold commercial dealers refer
out in a flash. This year we have upped the order and to the furniture they a
added dining tables too. We hope there will be sell to restaurants.
enough for everyone. We sell Emu "contract
» furniture” to restaurants g
all over town and to
our retail customers as
well. Made in Italy, its
clean design and
rugged construction
offer terrific value.

Bistro Furniture Windham Castings

Inexpensive, durable, folding, portable and storable, Windham Castings patio furniture is made from solid,
it's the same furniture used on the weather-resistant, cast aluminum right here in the
streets of Paris. Available in French USA. The superb quality and smooth castings are head
~#*_and shoulders above the no-name
L2y imports. We have a small inventory
. S0 please allow time for special

aniseed

green or
black. It is
cute as a
button for
coffee and a
paper in the
morning's first
sunny corner
of the garden.

The Original Lafuma Chaise Lounge

The original and still the most comfortable, foldable, portable, reclining lounge chair made. The
competition from cheap knock-offs has brought the price down this year. When it comes to
comfort, don't short change yourself. Go with the best. Available in cool mesh or comfortable
padding, in green or black and in two sizes
starting at $129%,

What Lewis, our good-natured orange
tabby cat, lacks in hunting skills he makes up
for in social skills. There was concern last
winter amongst his fans when his routine
suddenly changed and he became hard
to find. Now that it's warm outside he's
back on display and accessible to all,
moving between the stack of leaf
bags by the checkout counter and
the Lafuma lounges in the barn.



Kingsley-Bate

We sell Kingsley-Bate teak furniture because it's stylish, it performs well, and because you’ll be proud to own it.
If you're thinking about teak furniture consider these points: j only premium, first-quality, plantation grown teak
is used. That means heartwood from the densest part of the log, and no

knots; k all furniture is pre-assembled and drilled then disassembled

for packaging. Every piece has gone together in the past and

will reassemble easily; | the joints are measured and cut

precisely. No fillers are added to make a tight fit; mit's built

with mortise and tenon joinery, with joints primarily

doweled; n it's heavy-duty. Compare weights with similar

pieces from other manufacturers; o we are a stocking deal-

er which means you can touch the furniture before you buy

it. We have a huge inventory; p you can have your

furniture either assembled or knocked down in sturdy

boxes; q we’ll deliver it in the City of Ann Arbor at no charge.

Pawleys Island Hammocks

Maximize limited relaxation time with an original Pawleys Island
Hammock. Rope and quilted hammocks starting at $90 and several
discontinued models at super close-out sale prices. Stands from
$125, tree straps and hammock pillows, too. Go ahead, kick back.

Carter Grandle Cushions

We special order Carter Grandle cushions for outdoor
furniture; not only for the furniture we sell, but for other
manufacturers' furniture, too. They're constructed of
mildew, rot and fade-resistant fabrics and threads and
come in hundreds of colors, patterns and sizes. Some
cushions are in stock, but allow about four weeks for
special orders.

Spiderlegs Arboria Hardwood

Spiderlegs folding tables are the neatest design we've Last year Kapur hardwood
come across at a furniture show in a long time. They furniture was so popular that
are a good-looking, collapsible, portable, easy-to-store we decided to order a full
answer to the card table, and they're available in pic- container of it this year. That
nic table size, too. They are volume lowers our prices
made from light- so chairs start at $70,
weight birch tables $90 and benches
luxuriantly stained $220. If left out in the
and adorned with weather Kapur wood
brilliant brass should be sealed with
hardware. a wood preserver once a
season. On a covered
porch it may need no care
at all.



QualityT ools

We don't sell low-end promo tools that
are designed only to lure customers
in. Our tools are made to be worked
with. The least expensive tools we sell are
medium-grade and very competitively
priced. We also offer high-end tools, the kind
apt to be around your garage for years to
come. We especially like to sell tools for
specific jobs like compost turning forks,
narrow border spades for transplanting in
tight spaces, and scuffle hoes
for easy weeding.

We've Got Y a Covered

Whether you're looking for cool shade or protection from ultraviolet light, our umbrellas will cover
you for years. They are made of mildew, rot and fade-resistant fabrics that come in solid colors or
bright stripes. Their sturdy aluminum poles tilt and rotate so you can always keep them aimed at the
sun. We chose Carter Grandle quality umbrellas because at $299 they offer better value than the
$69% umbrella that will snap with the first puff of a summer breeze. We also offer the incomparable
Sun Garden giant tilting umbrella usually seen only in high-end mail order catalogs and we've got

a great price on them.

Then there are our hats, Cindy has so much fun selecting them I'm not sure | should be paying
her to do it. Her obsession for style and function borders on fetish. Come in and try on our classic
straw, cotton, wide-brimmed, crushable, plain, simple and brightly colored hats for men, women

and children. We want to help keep you cool and
looking good this summer.

Hummingbirds

The hummingbird migration

moves north through Michigan

in May. If you get a feeder out now

many hummers will stay around

throughout the summer until they
head south again in September.

Keep’in It Honest

The biggest name in mail-order
gardening sells this exact same bird
bath from Robinson Ransbottom of
Roseville, Ohio for $119 plus $15
freight. We sell it for $85. Have
they no conscience?

Affordable Housing

Habitats for cavity nesting birds are shrinking dramatically
as wooded lots turn into house farms, the trees get neatly
pruned and fallen trees get cleaned up. Most cavity
nesters have two or three broods per season so putting
out a house now will likely get you some eager tenants.
We have houses with different sized holes that attract
different types of birds and even a house with a hinged
roof so you can take a quick peek at the nestlings inside.



Notes from Downtown Home & Garden

Brand names aren't the infallible indicator of quality
they once were. Last summer | freaked out when |
received a Lands’ End catalog offering teak furniture. |
buy polo shirts and shorts from these guys. What could
they know about making good furniture? Frankly, | was
threatened by their power to drop thousands of slick
catalogs into our customers' laps and | was suspicious
because there isn't even enough first-quality, plantation
grown teak lumber in the world to satisfy the volume they
could sell. Lands’ End sold out to Sears and Sears in
turn sold out to K-Mart so they could compete with Wal-
Mart. Somehow | don't feel that merchandise quality was
at the heart of their negotiations.

We don't participate in corporate buyouts to meet our
competition. We stay the course that has seen this
store through 100 years. Our name is our brand. We
choose products because we believe in their worth. We
shop for you as we would for ourselves.

Hours Of Operation

Monday through Saturday 7:30*™ until 7:00°™
Sunday 11:00*™ until 4:00>™
Open Memorial Day until 5:00°™

We Deliver

Wednesday is delivery day. We'll
bring you a little or a lot, anywhere in
the Ann Arbor City limits for $10.
Please place your orders by Tuesday.

Like The Cover On This Newsletter?
If you like the covers Margaret does for these newslet-

ters they are available in limited editions, printed on
archival paper, matted and signed. The whole series is
on display here at the store.

Mailing List

We are building a mailing list. If you want to be on it
sign up here at the store or feel free to mail or phone in
your contact information. We will have a web site up
later this year and will send you notices via the internet
too if you include your email address.

Gift Registry

Our gift registry is popular with soon-to-be-weds in
need of good-quality kitchen and gardening equipment
for new households. Sometime this summer our web
page will be up and running and will make it even
easier for out-of-towners to shop. We can gift wrap
most items and have a nice selection of cards, too.

May 2005

Most of our crew has been with us for at least four
years. In fact, we have only one new employee this
spring! It's great to see the store's commitment to long
term goals echoed by its workers. Nice employees, nice
store, nice customers. | couldn't be happier.

Summer Events

May 14"-Joe Wissing will teach you how to grow a wildflower garden.
There’s a lot more to it than simply scattering seeds. 10*™ until 1*™

May 21-Kirk Jones shares secrets of the cutting garden and flower
harvesting tips. Kirk will take you way beyond standard florist bou-
quets. 10*™ until 1>™

May 21%-Blues & Jazz Festival fund raiser party from 7:30 until
Midnight. Entertainment and ticket prices to be announced.

May 28"-Tom Kraft on choosing plants for, planting, and maintain-
ing successful container gardens. 10*™ until 1>™

June 4"-beekeeper Chris Rickards on butterfly gardening and the
bountiful benefits of bees. 10*™ until 1>™

August -Ellipsis Theatre Ensemble will present "Columbina’s Cure”
right here in our garden. We’'ll keep you posted as further details
develop.

September 11"-Project Grow's 5" Annual Tomato Tasting. It's a
great way to compare flavors side by side and choose varieties for
next year's garden. 11*™ until 1>™

October 3“-Downtown Home & Garden’s 6™ Annual Jam Contest
and Public Tasting. Everyone gets to taste entries on toasted
Zingerman's bread and vote. Big prizes, including first prize of an
All-Clad stock pot. This is fun, don't miss it. 10>™ until 2>™ Entries
due by October 2.

Who Made This Thing?

Margaret Parker does the cover art, Cynthia Hunter is
our in-house graphic designer, Mark Hodesh is the
store’s owner and he writes all the copy, and it’s printed
by Inland Press of Detroit.



