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seeds seeds ever ywher e

There are more seeds to choose from each y ear because we pa Yy attention to what our customers
ask for and k eep adding them to our orders. W e represent Burpee, F  erry Morse, Seeds of Change,
Renee's Seeds and New Dimension Seeds. W e ev en sell some seeds in bulk by the ounce. There are
heirloom and organic v  arieties, a collection of Asian v egetable seeds and the latest h  ybrids to
choose from.

To start seeds indoors we ha  ve everything y ou'll need; peat pots, flats, the proper soil, misters,
heating pads, fluorescent grow lights and ev en high-powered metal halide lamps that are so
powerful y ou can grow herbs and tomatoes y ear round. Man y seeds w ant to be started 6-8 weeks
before the a verage last frost date, which in W ashtena w Count y is May 21 If y ou start y our
seedlings too early they get stunted in their little containers and tak e forev er to get growing again
when y ou put them outdoors. It's the length of da y that initiates budding not the age of the plant

so there's no adv antage to rushing the season. Concentr ate on starting hard to find v arieties; the
rest will be a vailable as tr ansplants in the spring. Here at Downtown Home & Garden we offer free
instructions, guidance and support.

25% of f all
packaged

muck co.

The one and only Original Muck Shoe >
keeps y our feet w arm in the wintery et §
dry and comfortable in the summer '
Made of the diving suit material
neoprene, they breathe so y our feet
don't get steam y. The "Super Clog" b vy
Muck is super comfortable too , light and
so dur able that about the only thing that
would ruin them is a brush chipper

If y ou are doing a lot of pruning, F elco
-~ Swiss shears are incompar  ably light and
' comfortable. I'v e nev er seen a pair wear
out. In addition to the standard #2 we
also ha ve models for small hands and lefties.
Corona mak es very serviceable pruning
tools too . | can't imagine a homeowner
needing an ything better . They also mak e
hand gr ass shears (silent and unobtrusiv e,
even early on Sunda y morning) and
hedge clippers to discipline unruly shrubs.




root cr ops

Don't plant supermark et potatoes. They are
chemically treated with sprouting inhibitor .Even
organic potatoes were lik  ely grown in an area
where potato diseases were present. P otato
farmers start each season with certified, dis -
ease-free seed pota -
toes. Y ou should too
We've goto ver20v ari-
eties to choose from.
Plant onion sets as
soon as the soil can be
work ed. Harv est ev ery
other one as a green
scallion in six weeks
and harv est cooking
onions by mid A ugust. W e also ha ve Dutch
Yellow and Holland R  ed shallots as well as spring
planted Italian Purple and Silv er Rose garlic.
How about in vesting $5 fromy our IRA account
in a bunch of aspar agus roots? Intwoy earsy ou

will be dining sumptuously on their tender green
stalks. With v ery little care y our aspar agus bed
will produce reliable dividends for 100 y
Stocks and bonds can't touch this
yield.

ears.

or ganic gar dening
You'd think that with all the interest in organic

foods that organic home gardening would be a

huge business too . Well, it's not. The reasons, |
suppose, are twofold. First, organically grown food

is available not only at all the national chain
supermark ets these da ys but ev en at the corner
grocery . Second, supermark ets can romance the
concepts of “all natur al”, “free r ange” and
“humanely killed” with sweet words and prett y
packaging. F or us, it's hardtomak e a501b .
brown bag of cottonseed meal or rock phosphate

sexy. We're flying under the r  adar with organic
gardening supplies but as far as | know
nobody has a better selection of them.
We'v e found the sources for organic
fertiliz ers and pesticides plus we ha
practical knowledge of

how to use them

and get nice

crops.

ve




spring bulbs,
tubers &
bar e r oots

There is a short little season

after the arriv  al of seeds but

before the first pansies arriv e when we feature bare root plants,
spring bulbs and tubers. Other garden stores sell them in brightly

colored retail packages that hang neatly on a pegboard but those
bulbs are almost alw  ays pun y. We sell large commercial gr ade
specimens that cost less, produce more robust plants and

are pack ed in plain cardboard bo  xes with sa wdust.

Begonias, cannas, dahlias, pineapple lilies, astilbe,

bleeding heart, tuber roses, agapanthus, trout
lilies, ferns, wildflowers, str awberries,
raspberries.

r eel mowers

It doesn't tak e much effort to push a reel mower

around a small la  wn. Honest. And wheny  ou figure

in the aggr avation of starting a gas mower and the

noise and stink made once it s started, wh y would

you ev er w ant one? The German-made Birill reel mower we sell is quiet, light -
weight, cuts beautifully and only needs sharpening ev ery six or eighty ears.

Take It Home and T ry It Gimmick: One lap around y our y ard with one of our reel mowers will
tell y ou more than an y pitch we can mak e. Just lea ve us a check or credit card deposit and tak e one of our demos
home for an hour . We knowy ou'lllo ve it.

we know lawns

When the decision mak ersiny our family agree on how green a la wn they w ant, how much work
they are willing to put into it, how en vironmentally sound it must be and how much money they

are willing to in  vest, just come see us. W  e've got the products and the knowledge y ou'll need to
reach y our goals.

Hint: If y ou w ant to grow an old-fashioned, roll-in-the-freshly -mowed-gr ass, barefoot la wn be prepared to w ater
a lot. If not, forget it.

If y ou w ant an organic la wn, start with a realistic expectation. It won't be perfect but with
enough w ater, organic fertiliz er and weed prev enter, y ou can get good results.

For those who w ant a fertiliz er friendly to the Huron V. alley w atershed we carry a Scotts br and
fertiliz er with no phosphate.

If y ou w ant a picture perfect la  wn, follow the Scotts 4-  Step progr am and our advice. W e'll
guar antee the results and it will cost a fr action of what a la  wn service charges. Scotts prod -
ucts are user friendly and they work. Just add w ater and mow . Scotts spring sale now in
progress. The Scotts 4-  Step Progr am co vers 5,000 square feet for the whole y ear for $56 ~.

The icky grub can wipe out a la wn in weeks. T o fight them y ou ha ve to understand their life cy cle. We can
help determine if y  ou actually ha ve grubs and if so how to get rid of them.



we ar e in the fur nitur e business

Our furniture business just k eeps growing, big time. W e choose our lines of patio furniture based

on st yle, qualit y and as though we were shopping for ourselv es. We wantto pro videy ou with fur -
niture that meetsy  our expectations and deliv  ers v alue. W e have a tremendous in ventory on hand
which means y ou can ha ve your furniture right a  way. If we do ha ve to special order a piece for
you we can gety ou an accur ate lead time.

windham castings kingsley bate teak
Made from ultr a-dur able, all- Not all teak wood is the same and
weather cast aluminum right not all teak furniture is the same.
here in the US A. The qualit y of We handle Kingsley -Bate ex clusiv ely
the casting is superb . Ify ou're because of its consistent, honest
shopping around, compare the qualit y. Don't be
smoothness to no-name imports. fooled b y

brand

namesy ou'v e

emu K

nown fory ears
Emu is st ylish, dur able, powder - that ha ve suddenly
coated steel furniture from Italy . jumped into the
It comes in silv er or dark bronz e. furniture business.
Choose from three chair st  yles More details on this
(one of which is on close-out) and in our Ma y newsletter .

round or rectangular tables.
Restaur ants buy a lot of it.

bistro bamboo

It's exactly what they We'v e tak en on a line of bamboo
use on the streets of folding furniture from Vietnam.
Paris. Inexpensiv e, It’s sturdy and rusticy et hand -
dur able and trés chic in some. It is also inexpensiv.  e.
french blue, tangerine, Bamboo is a gr ass and grows so
black or aniseed green. fast it ’s the ultimate

renew able resource.

lafuma hardwood

Lafumas are the most comfortable, Kapur wood furniture is an inex -
foldable, portable reclining chairs pensiv e hardwood alternativ = e to
made. They are a vailable either in teak furniture. W e get it from
padded or cool mesh. Black or the Arboria Compan vy

forest green. that we'v e done

Regular or extr a business with

large siz e. The and trusted for

price has come years. It's good-

down each of looking, rugged and

the last fiv e an ex ceptional

years. Now value. If left out in

$129 =, the weather it

should be sealed

with wood preserv eronce ay ear.

On a co vered porch it ma y need no

care. Chairs from $69 . Tables from $89 *.



just ar rived fr om vietnam!
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We pioneered the business of selling garden planters from Vietnam here in Michigan. W e've been
bringing them in by the container load fory  ears. Now similar planters are a vailable in lots of stores
but they are nev er quite as nice. One reason is that our buy er is at the source, alw  ays searching

the small factories for new shapes and unusual colors. Another reason is that our pieces are hand

cast, hand glaz ed and wood fired. Each one is different. The big chain stores can't be bothered with

small quantities. They w ant merchandise b y the thousands. That means machine made, mass
produced and gas fired pots. When y ou look at two hundred pieces they are all identical. Boring.

We have justreceiv ed the first of two cargo containers coming this spring. When they are gone they

are gone. If y ou w ant to see something really cool to accent y our garden or ev en y our home, stop
on by. The prices on these direct import plant containers are terrific.



drive thr u

We are the only driv e-thru garden, kitchen
ware, bird food and bread store in the world.
We would lik e more people to tak e adv antage
of that con venience but it's a tough sell. Most
of us were taught  not to driv e cars into stores.
In our case though, it's

O.K. We want y ou to .

Notice the picture at

right. Inside we ha ve

room for eight cars.

That's bigger than our

outside parking lot.

When y ou’re done

shopping just pull out

the rear door to

Washington St. Is that

easy or what?

the doctor Is In...

to answer your questions,
Satur days fr om 10-1.
March 12 ™ Mike Appel, MLA...
answers landscape design questions.
March 19 ™ Tom Kraft...pruning,
essential for healthy plants.
April 2 ™ Mark Hodesh...
seeding or repairingy our la wn.

April 9 ™ Project Grow ...organic gardening.

April 16 ™ Mark Hodesh...
seeding or repairingy our la wn.
April 23 ™ & May 14 ™ Joe Wissing...

how to establish a wildflower garden.

May 21 * Kirk Jones...growing a cutting
garden and flower harvesting tips.
May 28 ™ Tom Kraft...plant choices

for stunning container gardens.

gift r eqistr vy

Our gift registry is popular with soon-to-be-
weds in need of good qualit y kitchen and
gardening equipment for their new households.
Sometime this summer our web page will be
up and running which will mak e it easier for
people from out of town to shop . We can gift
wrap most items and ha ve a nice selection of
cards too .

Cover art b y Margaret P ark er, gr aphic design b y Cynthia
Hunter , cop y by Mark Hodesh, printing b vy Inland Press.

we deliver

Wednesda y is deliv ery dayy.
We'll bring y ou a little or a lot,
anywhere in the Ann Arbor
City limits for $10 ©. Please
place y our orders b y Tuesdayy.

like the cover?

If y ou lik e the co vers Margaret does for these
newsletters they are a vailable signed and
matted in limited editions on archiv al paper . The
whole series is on displa y here at the store.

mailing list

We are building a mailing list to inform y
sales, ev ents and new shipment arriv als. Ify ou
want to be onitwe ha ve a sign up form here at
the store or just mail or phone us the informa -
tion. W e will ha ve a web site up and running
later this y ear and will start sending notices via
email so include y our email address as well if
you are interested. W e will nev er share y our
personal information with an yone else.
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br eadbox

It's con venient to buy Zingerman's bread and
pastries downtown, especially when there’ S
parking and now aiting line. Ev en if our parking
lot is full, pull right

inside the barn, where

we ha ve room for eight

cars, then exit out the

back to W ashington St.

If y ou are shopping with

children y ou can lea ve

them str apped right in

and do y our shopping

without ev er losing

sight of them or y our

car. We also sell a great

cup of Coffee Express

locally roasted coffee for only 75 cents with the
purchase of a fresh pastry

Coming soon.....look for our next newsletter the week of
Mayl1* in y our Sunda y New Y ork Times or Thursda y Ann
Arbor News. Outdoor plants start to arriv ein early Ma v.



Notes fr om Downtown Home & Gar den

The strength of our ninet  y-nine y ear old
wooden building is a wesome. As | write this
newsletter in January , there is a foot of slush vy
snow on the 8000 square foot roof that an engi -
neer estimated at 7 Ibs. per square foot or 28
tons. On top of the weight winter weather
brings, this is the time of y ear when we cr am
spring merchandise into ev ery corner . The
Lafuma reclining lounges arriv e, but they're light
at 3 tons. The Kingsley -Bate teak furniture
comes, that's near 12 tons, garden tools 6 tons,
lawnmowers 3 tons, fire pits 4 tons, organic
fertiliz er 15 tons and on and on. W e carry
hundreds of items. There are ev en 1000 Ibs. of
garden seed, which doesn't seem to count
because it sells in pack ets that weigh mere
grams. The hea vy merchandise, lik e topsoil and
mulch, weighs upw ard of a ton per pallet and
comes 24 pallets per truck. Whew , hever a
groan. This building w  as built rugged back when
wood w as cheap and strong buildings were
essential for the commerce of the agr arian and
industrial economies.

The downtown business communit y is
strong too but it's changing. The Downtown
Development A uthorit y and Cit y Council are
wrestling with the concept of urban densit y
which includes debates o ver how tall new build -
ings should be, how to attr act residents to
downtown and how to pro  vide ample parking.
We find ourselv es and our future at the center of
these discussions because some of the best
opportunities for increased densit y are on the
large, undev eloped parcels in our neighborhood,
three of which the cit y owns.

Even before big projects on big parcels
become the agents of big change the effects of

increased densit y can be feltin subtlew  ays. The
downtown communit y took a hit thisy ear when
Kitchen P ort and Wilkinson Luggage mo ved out

to Jackson R oad. They were old line, locally
owned, independent destination stores. They
needed to be ph ysically large to w arehouse and
display their extensiv e merchandise. | don't
know but I'd guess the reason they mo ved had
something to do with the cost of rent on their

large spaces and the lack of customer parking.

New to Main St. this y ear are Ritter ’'s Frozen
Custard and Starbucks. I'm glad for these new
neighbors and I'm sure they will do well because

while they are in small spaces they ha ve the
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potential to do as much business as some old
stores in large spaces. It tak es less space to sell
fift y cups of coffee at $3 ® each than it does to
sell an occasional saucepan at $150 ©  That's
increased densit y. But to me the new genre of
stores aren't destination stores. They contribute

to the ambiance of Main St. , which attr acts
diners and entertainment seek ers, but they
don't pro vide a reason to shop downtown. Our
line of substantial merchandise for the home
appeals to purposeful shoppers who seek us out
rather than casual visitors to the neighborhood.

We own our building which insulates us
from frequent rent hik  es and we ha ve fourteen
parking spaces, including those in our driv e-thru
barn. But other unintended consequences of
urban densit y still affect us. F or instance, there
Is one inadequate fort  y-fiv e foot loading z one for
trucks on our block that serv es ten bars, restau -

rants and stores. Just one truck can be sixt y feet
long. All da y long someone's deliv  ery is double-
park ed, illegally blocking a lane of tr affic. W e

break the la w ourselv es thirt y or fort y times a
week. The reason we get b vy at all is that the
truck driv ers, receiv ers and enforcement people
hustle and cooper ate to mak e the best of the
tight situation. ~ With more densit vy in the neigh -
borhood, or Lord forbid, turning Ashley into a

two- way street, our deliv  ery trucks just couldn't
get to us. W e'd be toast. If the loading z ones
were enlarged in front of our store and Three
Chairs across the street we'd ha ve the hissing
compressors from food trucks or idling beer
trucks park ed in front of our windows all da y.
We'd be burnt toast.

I'm a downtown merchant. | accept the
challenge of running a business and the extr a
challenge of running it downtown. | really dig it.

You'll nev er, under an y circumstances, see me
doing business in a mall. Change is coming to
our strong old wooden building and it is m

to influence that change and adapt to it while
pro viding y ou with interesting merchandise and

a civiliz ed atmosphere to shopin. W e thanky ou
for y our support and for participating in our

urban adv enture. ﬁ’” !
hours of operation

Monday through Saturda y 7:30 *™ until 7:.00 *™
Sunday 11:00 *™ until 4:.00 *™
Closed Easter Sunda vy

y job



