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Marcia Dorr, nee Stegath, was my childhood neighbor across from Burns Park. Now she lives in Oman, the
easternmost country of Arabia, and is our source for the world's best frankincense. Oman is home to the

Boswellia sacra tree, the only species to produce Hojari resin, the sacred Tears of Heaven,
treasured by ancient cultures and known to induce introspection and calm. This is the very

frankincense of Herodotus, guarded by flying snakes, shrouded in perpetual mist and brought by
the Magi to the baby Jesus. It is one of the most important luxury items of trade in

Old World Arabia and is available this holiday season right here at
Downtown Home & Garden.

Handmade Brooms

Frankincense & Myrrh

Make Way For Ducklings

Clarendon wooden salad bowls are certainly functional. They're
also the most beautiful wooden bowls we've seen. They are made in
Vermont of maple, cherry or butternut and come in sizes ranging from 9
to 21 inches in diameter. Very special.

If you like the covers Margaret does
for these newsletters they are available in

limited editions, printed on archival
paper, matted and signed. See the

whole series here at the store.

It fascinates me that each one of these hand-carved,
bamboo root ducks is unique. They are obviously carved
in vast numbers and yet undeniably, each one has its
own personality. I think this is the gift that will bring
joy to the person that “has everything.”.

I like brooms and I like sweeping. I've watched people sweep their dirt yards in Peru and I've seen people using huge 
bamboo brooms to sweep a highway in China. I like sweeping our sidewalk here at the store, whether it's to pick up 
cigarette butts or to shoo away a light snow. We carry handmade brooms by Besom Works and Berea College that are so
handsome you won't want to hide them in a utility closet. We've also got sturdy manufactured brooms for the utilitarian
approach to sweeping.

Wooden Bowls

We sell fireplace tools, spark screens, andirons,
log grates, firewood racks, wool hearth rugs and fire-
proof gloves, popcorn poppers and long fireplace

matches. Have you ever tried fatwood for fire 
starting? It's a sap-laden pine, no chemicals added,
that lights with a single match and will ignite your
kindling easily. We sell it in bulk which is much
less expensive than boutique packages from mail-
order companies.

Like the Cover?

It’s Hearthside Season 



The Best Cookware?
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is easy to cook in, easy to clean, extremely durable and has an appealing, functional look.
We carry the MC2 (brushed aluminum) and stainless steel lines. Both have stainless steel interiors
and aluminum cores for even heat distribution. All-Clad is sold very competitively. We will match

any internet or box store competitor's price on pieces we have in stock.

of France makes enameled ironware. It is not only functional,
like basic ironware, but also beautiful enough to serve from. Le Creuset can

be used on the stovetop or in the oven. I've got some pieces that have
been knocking around my kitchen for twenty-five years and I
have lots of fond memories of using them.

cookware is wonderful
because it is so basic. It provides even heat and holds it
when cold foods are introduced. Every well-equipped
kitchen needs a couple of pieces. Seasoning an iron skillet is
easy. We can tell you how.

There is no “Best” cookware. The “Right” cookware
depends on how and what a person cooks. Nothing heats a
delicate sauce more evenly than copper cookware.If you are
browning meat, the best you can do is a homely, old, iron
skillet. You could make a delicious beef stew with carrots
and onions in a stock pot, but the same stew, served from a
flame orange Dutch oven, is so beautiful it will make your
guests gasp with delight. We know a thing or two about
cooking and cookware and we're happy to share that 
knowledge to help you get the “Best” cookware for you.

Le Creuset

Lodge Cast Iron

All-Clad

Knives Sharpened Here

People often buy new knives because they don't
know how to go about sharpening theirold ones. Well, for starters, we sharpen knives, just

$2.50 each. But we also sell tools so you can sharpen
your own. If you have sharpening equipment that

you don't know how to use just bring it in and we'll show you
how. If you are in need of new knives, we offer Russell
Harrington, the American company that supplies just about
every restaurant and butchershop in the country, and J. A.
Henckels, superb German cutlery. Thr ough Christmas, we

are having a sale on Henckels 7 and 9 piece block
sets. They're both $20 off. 

Remember, a person that tries to sell you a knife that
never needs sharpening will lie about otherthings too.
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Polish Pottery

Traditional Brazilian cookware is made from soapstone. Almost as
hard as granite or marble, it has legendary heat holding capacity. With
use, it develops a handsome dark patina and becomes even harder.
Brazilian Feijoada, the national dish of Brazil, is typically cooked in a
soapstone pot. (Recipe available here at the store.) Stews, pot roasts or even
chili are spectacular cooked in and then served from a Brazilian soapstone
pot. We also sell flat, round soapstone pans that are excellent for pizza, hot
hors d'oeuvres and even tabletop cooking.

I used to think of bamboo being used for plant stakes or venetian
blinds. When we traveled to China I recall seeing it used for
scaffolding on tall buildings or for chop sticks. But believe it or
not, bamboo is used by over half the world's population for
applications as varied as food, shelter, fuel and clothing.It
is the ultimate renewable resource and now we have a
whole collection of bamboo serving dishes, bowls, cutting
boards, utensils and serving trays. The Asian shapes are

elegant and the patterns created by laminating
pieces together are absolutely beautiful.  

Boleslawiec stoneware originated as folk art in Poland, during the early 1800s.
Each piece is hand-painted with a cheerful design that incorporates the iridescent

eye markings of the peacock feather. No two pieces are alike. Polish Pottery, as it is
commonly called, is fired at over 2,500 degrees, which makes it safe for the 
dishwasher, microwave or oven. Some collect it for display and others use it every day.

Every country has a dish that unites them or, just as often, divides them. In
Spain that dish is paella and there are as many versions of it as cooks you
ask. The one thing all versions have in common is the proper pan and we've
got that pan, imported directly from Spain. A true paella pan (wide, round

and shallow, with splayed sides) is made of very thin, plain steel.
The key to paella is maximizing the amount of rice touching the
bottom of the pan because "that's where the flavor lives". The

rice should be no thicker than 1/2” when cooked. 
We've also come across the very beautiful Portuguese 

cataplana pan. It's a hammered copper clamshell pan for
steaming shellfish. Cataplana is a Portuguese dish made with

shellfish, fish and sometimes meat or poultry, steamed quickly with
tomatoes, onions, wine and herbs. To go with the pans we have also acquired

special paella rice from Valencia and saffron from La Mancha, Spain. The rest of the ingredients for a first-rate paella or
cataplana can be found at most grocery stores. Recipes for both are available here at the store.

Brazilian Soapstone Cookware

Spanish & Portuguese Cookware

Chinese Bamboo



Mark The Amaryllis King

Paperwhite narcissus
will fill a winter room

with spring fragrance.
They take four to six
weeks to bloom after

starting them in pebbles and
water. Many people plant them

in successive batches to enjoy all
winter long. We have assorted
pebbles and containers, easy
instructions and advice. For
those who find traditional paper-
white fragrance too strong, we

have several varieties that are
milder. 10/$6.99 or 25/$14.99.

I am Mark, 
the Amaryllis

K i n g ,
keeper
of 49

var ie t ies
of magnificent,

robust amaryllis bulbs.
Don't waste your money
buying from mail-order
charlatans. Come to the
source. Experience the

miracle of the biggest,
baddest bulbs in town. Some produce

as many as four stalks,
each laden with four to
six flowers while others
bloom with orchid-like

delicacy. One kind
is even fragrant. We
have a large selec-
tion of moderately
priced, decorative

pots to showcase them
in and you're welcome to

use our community potting
bench to plant them. We have also

put together pre-potted kits that make
extraordinary yet affordable gifts, just
add water. Fear not your brown thumb.

We have thorough but easy instructions
for you.

Paperwhite
Narcissus

Amputo
Amsterdam
Aphrodite
Apple Blossom
Baby Star
Bestseller
Chico 
Cicero
Cybister La Paz
Cybister Lima
Cybister Ruby Meyer
Dazzler
Double Record
Emerald
Fairytale
Germa
Gracilis Amoretta
Gracilis Donau
Gracilis Giraffe
Gracilis Santa Cruz
Gracilis Santos
Grandeur
Green Goddess
Jewel
Lady Jane
Lemon Lime
Liberty
Ludwig Goliath
Maria Goretti
Mary Lou
Melusine
Minerva
Naughty Lady
Orange Sovereign
Pamela
Papillio
Pasadena
Picotee
Picotee Petticoat
Pink Floyd
Prins Carnival 
Red Lion
Red Peacock
Rilona
Royal Velvet
Scarlet Baby
Striped
Trumpet Misty
Yellow Goddess



Small Surprises Make For Big Fun! 
We always got to open our stockings before breakfast, which was a great relief to the
pressure that built up leading to Christmas. The little toys and whimsical presents were often more fun that the big presents
that came later from under the tree. We’ve got a wide assortment of inexpensive stocking stuffers. This Christmas we have
a medley of musical instruments  like harmonicas, kazoos, penny whistles, slide whistles, musical spoons, children's 
tambourines, egg shakers, bird calls and mini steel drums. And kids love simple, physical toys, even if they don't blow up,
crash or maim like video games do. How about tiddly winks, jacks, marbles or a wooden puzzle?

On the not-so-small side we've got Radio Flyer toys, so well-made we call them the "Three Generation
Toy". The wagon has real inflatable tires and wooden side rails. The tricycle is so sturdy even I have

ridden on it. There are rolling ponies, scooters and a little red wheelbarrow for young gardeners.
All are painted trademark Radio Flyer red.
We love toys that encourage thinking too. Nick, who worked here for years, never liked math. I
gave him an abacus and once he figured out how to use it, he found it so interesting that now he
works math problems for entertainment. That’s an educational stocking stuffer for just $6.50. Set
is a card game of recognition skills. Success has 

nothing to do with educational level. A child of seven can
compete with a middle-aged PhD. $12.99

For adults hopelessly in love with Ann Arbor, how about a gift of the Ann Arbor
Game? It's all about local trivia and should settle the question of who is mostlocal.
(Keep yours truly in mind when cooking up your answers.) For the gardener that has
everything we suggest a set of chocolate garden tools for just $12 made by our friends
at Schakolad. And sad but true, some people are naughty, not nice. For them, we
offer a lump of coal in a scuzzy gift bag. Last year someone in a bad situation at
work got 40 of them!

Downtown Home & Garden Delights

Holiday Stollen

Save a minute. Order your Zingerman's Bakehouse
breads and deserts here at Downtown Home & Garden.
Then zip right into our drive-thru to

pick them up without waiting in long
lines. We get four deliveries daily so it's always fresh.

We like the custom of putting little treats in Christmas stockings. During the holidays we bring in cheeses, candies and 
cookies for just that. We're not a grocery store but we do enjoy showcasing local foods, like raw honey from Chris Rickards
at Secrets of the Beehive, roasted soy nuts from Tom Bloomer at Burr Oak Farm and delicious Downtown Blend coffee
beans roasted by our friend Tom Isaia at Coffee Express. Stop in and we'll give you an orange to fill out the toe of your
stocking then shop our selection of fun items to fill up that stocking until it runneth over.

My German great-grandmother Omi made a remarkable Stollen for us each Christmas. I even learned to
like coffee at too early an age just so I could have them together. Zingerman's Stollen, a holiday
classic, tends more toward cakieness than Omi's, which was bready. It is just slightly 

sweetened with glacéed lemons, oranges, cherries, currants, golden raisins and
Red Flame raisins. I've never met a Stollen I didn't like, but Zingerman's version

is even better than Omi's. It certainly does dunk nicely.



The holidays are famous for the stress they impose on even the
most cheerful and patient shoppers. We want to help make
your holiday season easier. When you buy your tree from us

we'll make a fresh trunk cut, bale it for easier handling and fit it in
your car or tie it to the roof. As always, we offer full service.

An important part of Christmas memories is the fragrance of evergreens. A wreath on the door greets those who
pass through with a welcoming burst of evergreen scent. The smell of a real Christmas tree sets the tone for a
gathering. The key to good fragrance is freshness, and our trees are fresh. They come from small growers in
northern Michigan where they are cut after the frost sets their needles. Our wreaths are made of long lasting
noble fir with reindeer moss, incense cedar and pinecones. When the trees and wreaths along with 
garlands of cedar, pine and boxwood arrive here, we are lucky to
have a cellar underneath our drive-thru barn that’s perfect for
storing them. The temperature there hovers in the mid-40s all
through December and it's humid. We display Christmas trees
in our side lot. It’s startling to suddenly get a strong whiff of
evergreen forest right in the middle of downtown.

Our selection of tree ornaments, garlands,
skirts and trimmings expands each year. We
owe their success to Cindy because she loves
them so much herself. Off and on, all year-
long, she combs the catalogs and trade shows
searching out retro designs that remind her of
her childhood trees. Cindy's mother Bobbie
has given her a Christmas tree ornament each
year since she was born. Her regard for that
family tradition and the anticipation of the next
year's gift makes her good at finding really cool
ornaments. 

Trees, Wreaths & Greens

Excellent Service

Ornaments and Trimmings



We were in France last summer visiting our daughter Jeanne,
eating well and lucky enough to see Lance Armstrong whiz
by at an obscure country crossroad in Provence. On the way
home I was standing in a long line at Charles DeGaulle
Airport when someone shouted out from another line "Hey
Mark, how's Lewis?" I've come to accept that most people
are more interested in Lewis' well being than mine. It's tough

being reminded of that, even while on
vacation.

We sell a lot of birdfeeders and we've got a great selection,
but the heart of our wild bird business is birdfeed. That's what
customers come back for week after week, all year long. Our
store has been selling birdfeed for over 100 years. We know
the business and have excellent prices. We sell by the pound
or by the ton. You can even create your own mix to encourage
your favorite birds to return to your feeder. We are lucky to
have our own parking lot, right here in downtown Ann Arbor
but for the ultimate in easy shopping, wheel right into our
drive-thru and let us do the loading for you. You don't even
have to get out of the car to shop if you don't want to.

I'm crazy about what the new Y.M.C.A. has done for down-
town. Beyond being a fine fitness facility with a good lap
pool, it has given us an infusion of early morning energy and
demonstrated that a good project can transform a neighbor-
hood which, in turn, enriches lives. The “Y” has larger than
necessary windows and wide hallways. Even the way the
building occupies only a fraction of its site sends a message
of generosity, good will and respect for its patrons. Before
the “Y”  was built, West Washington, in the pre-dawn hours,
was a sleepy black hole leading to the Old West Side. Hardly
anyone biked or walked by. Now, when I get to the “Y” at
5:20 a.m. peopleare already walking in from the side streets
and arriving in cars from all over town. By the time Rick
opens the doors at 5:30 there are 20 to 30 of us standing
around, talking softly, as friends do at that hour, about family,
politics and our aches and pains. When I come out of the “Y”
at 6:25 there are as many as fifty cars parked nearby and a
whole second shift is streaming in before going to work. On
my way back up Washington St., toward the store and my
first Sweetwaters fix of the day, the street is alive with joggers,
cyclists and pedestrians. Above this lively scene and up the hill,
floodlights bathe the top floors of the First National Building
creating a beacon marking the way to Main St. and work.
Downtown is a special place. What a great way to start the day.

These days, the paper is full of stories about building projects
that will reshape our downtown. Their worthiness should be
judged by how they will enrich and strengthen the community.
Projects that merely suck profits without enriching the com-

munity leave me cold. They are a net loss for us all. To me,
the essential ingredient for long term success of a new project,
and for the benefit of downtown, is generosity. People 
recognize generosity and they reward it. When the Schwaben
Bldg. across the street from us was rehabbed a couple of
years ago, the owners shuffled through several prospective
restaurant tenants, who I'm sure would have paid the most
rent, before settling on Three Chairs, a retail furniture store.
That generous act meant a lot to me and it stabilized our now
prosperous block as a retail destination. The DDAwent the
extra mile when they built the Fourth and Washington parking
structure and then went even further when they installed public
art in it. People avoid parking structures because they are
unpleasant to be near, while the Fourth and Washington
structure has not only won national acclaim for its design but
its neighborhood is vibrant with pedestrian traffic and pros-
perous businesses. It's generous that the First National building
has floodlights illuminating its upper floors all night. They
don't have to do that. But making a focal point of a tall building
on Main St. lets people who come from all over Michigan to
visit our downtown know they are in the right place. Leaving
the lights on all night also means a lot to people like me who
get up early. 

As new projects are presented for downtown, the question
I‘ll ask is “Are they going to make a generous contribution
to the downtown community or will they merely feed off
what's already here?”.

Lewis

Regular Hours
Monday through Saturday

7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Sunday

11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Holiday Hours Starting December 9th
Monday through Saturday

7:30 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Sunday

11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

Midnight Madness
December 2nd

Christmas Eve Day
7:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
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