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Our storefront looks like a European flower market. Local growers
provide us standard and unusual plants we know will grow well
here in zone 5. Many are pesticide free or specialty plants 
particularly suited for container gardening.

Now they're breeding square tomatoes because they
are easier to pack. Is that progress?
Check out our interesting selec-
tion of heirloom and organic
vegetable starts. We also
sell 20 varieties of certified
seed potato, asparagus
roots, horseradish, onion
sets, shallots and garlic.

We sell many summer flowering plants
as bare roots, bulbs or tubers in the

spring: cannas, woodland flowers,
peonies, iris, bleeding heart and
astilbe. When we sold them in

retail packages, the bulbs and roots
were puny. Now we sell big robust

specimens packed in growers' boxes. 

We have flowering hang-
ing baskets far more
interesting than the

standard begonias
and wave petunias
you can buy at the 

grocery store. Choices
include Fuchsia,

Mandevilla, Bougainvillea,
Cleodendrum, Dipladenia,

Jasmine Sambac, exotic mixed
plantings and many more. 

In September, no retailer
in Michigan can touch 

our fall bulb collection,
which includes hundreds of

standard varieties plus
antique, minor and deer
resistant bulbs. Each spring
we have a pre-season box lot
sale that gets you landscaper
prices for buying in full box
quantities. Large bulbs like 
daffodils come as few as 30 to
the box while minor bulbs like
snowdrops may come as many as
200 per box. Check out the 
pictures, order by June 30 and

Save a Bundle.

Oowie! We have beautiful ceramic pots from
around the world. They have rich glazes and

extraordinary shapes. Create an eye 
stopper with trailing orange nasturtiums

accented by silvery gray licorice plant
in a shiny, deep-blue pot. We have
English hayracks and cedar window
boxes too. You can grow a tomato

plant in a simple $3 99 bushel
basket. We also carry a bark

based container soil that
holds moisture better than

standard potting mixes. 

Perennials

Vegetable Seedlings

Summer Bulbs

Hanging Gardens

Pre-Season
Fall Bulb Sale

We make a strong showing of sturdy perennials. They
include Campanula, Aster, Coreopsis, Delphinium,
Dianthus, Foxglove, Echinacea, hardy Geranium,
Daylily, Coral Bells, Hosta, Holly Hock, Lavender,
Shasta Daisy, Monarda, Jacobs Ladder, Primrose,
Rudbeckia, Sedum, Veronica and a collection of grass-
es. This list represents only a fraction of our assortment .

Plant Containers



We have southeast
Michigan's largest selection of garden seeds including
many organic, heirloom and hard to find varieties.

Organic Weed Control

Your Trusted Source for Organic Gardening Supplies

Organic Insect Control

The number of organic gardening supplies we stock blows me away. We never set out to be an organic gardening
store, but we do talk with our customers and learn a lot from them. I guess all the organic products we offer are
the accumulated responses to years of customer requests. It seems everyone's definition of organic is different so
we prefer not to be doctrinaire in recommending products, just informative. We have all been exasperated trying
to understand food labels like low fat, no fat, no added fat, good fat and bad fat. Gardening products can be just
as confusing. We can explain the difference between CAUTION, WARNING, DANGER and POISON and just
because a product says natural or organic doesn't mean you can eat it. Nicotine sulfate is both natural and 
organic but it will drop you faster than a shot to the temple from Mohamed Ali. Come in, we'll be glad to share
our experience.

Organic insect control is achievable but it takes knowledge, foresight and persistence. You might think of it as
many tricks that  individually may or may not work but collectively help. Keep your garden clean and free of rotting
vegetables. Turn your garden over late in November to expose over-wintering insects to colder temperatures they
may not survive. You can plant some crops in mid-June or later without hurting the harvest, thus avoiding early
insect infestations. Beneficial insects like ladybugs and praying mantis will rarely wipe out an aphid infestation
but they do help. Pesticides acceptable to many organic gardeners include rotenone, pyrethrin, insecticidal soap,
tobacco dust, neem oil, oil sprays, diatomaceous earth, milky spore and red pepper spray.

Sulfur and copper spays work well on many plant diseases. Copper use originated in Bordeaux, France as a 
fungicide for grapes. Blights that attack tomatoes are soil-borne. They splash up on lower leaves when it rains.
Simply mulching may help avoid this problem. Don't plant your garden too close together as air circulation
reduces fungal disease. Watering in the morning or evening extends the cool, moist conditions of nighttime that
foster disease. It's best to water in the middle of the day if you can. 

If your plants are healthy, they will often grow through temporary insect
and disease infestations. Flea beetles decimate eggplant leaves but are
rarely fatal and don't harm the fruit. Experience will tell you when you
must act. Sometimes, especially early in the season, it's better to just
remove a sick plant and start over.
The most important activity in gardening, especially organic gardening,
is to get out every day and examine the crop. Nip trouble in the bud.

Weeds have root systems superior to most desirable
plants so they dominate if left unchecked. The safest

way to get rid of weeds is to dig 'em up and we've got
dandelion diggers and a bunch of different cultivators
to make the job easier. Organic corn gluten meal saves
work by preventing weed seeds from germinating but it
keeps the seeds you plant from germinating too. Make
sure your crops are up before using it. Mulching makes
weeding easier because the roots don't have anything
solid to cling to and pull right out. Mulches we sell;
straw, hay, cypress, hardwood, cocoa bean hulls.

"Planting seeds and
pulling up weeds is all

the exercise anyone needs"

Organic Disease Control



Preserving the harvest has been an
important part of our business
through the years. We have all the

canning supplies you'll need, from
pickling crocks to pressure canners
and of course, the canning bible, The
Ball Blue Book. People used to put
up quarts of peas, bean and corn to
feed the family inexpensively
through the winter. Now, because so
much produce is available year

round, most of our customers are
canning special sauces, chutneys, jams

and pickles. They make great presents.
Save us a jar of your best to enter in our 5th

Annual Jam Tasting on Saturday, October 2nd. Big
prizes and lots of fun.

Cover crops are planted to keep
weeds from invading gardens

after the crop has been harvested
or when leaving a garden fallow for

a year. Their roots loosen clay soil
and when turned under in

preparation for the next 
planting they provide nitrogen
as they decompose. We have

Plowdown Rye, Buckwheat
and Clover.

Cover Crops

Soil Ammendments & Fertilizers

Summer Memories Preserved

Here is a mouthwatering list of organic soil amendments and
fertilizers for your hungry soil. Some are available in small bags
and many in 50 lb. bags. We can tell you which nutrients they

supply and help you with application rates. Let us know if there is
something you don't see and maybe we can find it for next year.

Worm Castings
Seabird Guano

Bat Guano
Composted Manure
Dehydrated Manure

Certified Organic Compost
Fish Meal

Bone Meal
Blood Meal

Granite Meal
Kelp Meal

Fish Emulsion
Rock Phosphate

Jersey Greensand

Azomite
Cottonseed Meal

Sphagnum Peat Moss
Pulverized Limestone

Soil Sulfur
Alfalfa Meal

Gypsum
We stock several blended organic garden fertilizers. For lawns, try Milorganite, Ringer Lawn Restore, corn

gluten meal or soybean meal, grown right here in Washtenaw County.

You can go low-tech or high-tech with composting. All living things eventually rot and
return to the soil but the process needs oxygen to work. For the low-tech approach, we

sell the fencing and posts you'll need to build a three-foot diameter compost bin for
less than $20. It will digest the kitchen scraps and yard waste of an average familyfaster
than they can produce them. It's maddening to try turning a compost pile with a
shovel so we sell handy garden forks and compost aerators for this purpose. For a
high-tech approach, the Tumbleweed compost tumbler works like a charm.
Whenever you walk by just give it a spin to introduce oxygen. It will keep up with
your kitchen scraps but may not be large enough to handle all grass clipping and
leaves. It can make about 7 cu.ft. of compost. The Tumbleweed keeps your compost
neat and safe from marauding animals and costs $14999. 

Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust
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When it gets really hot
and dry you can come see us
for dependable Swan hoses,
sturdy all-metal sprinklers
and fabulous, high-tech
Gardena plastic sprinklers.

Throw away your plastic
hose reel. We’ve found the
Radid Reel all metal hose
reel that really works.
Ahhhh. Finally.

The hot pounding sun is
my friend but we
all know it can be

harmful to your skin.
We have a cool collection of

protective broad-brimmed sun hats. 

The scythe is an old school tool for cutting tall weeds
and grasses. 

Water rates are going up and on-site
storm water retention is a building code
requirement in Ann Arbor. You won't
solve the world's problems with a rain

barrel but it's a step in the right direction.
You can attach your garden hose to our rain

barrel. It has an overflow system, so
water won't flood you foundation when

it's full and there’s a screen on
top to keep mosquitoes out. It

holds 75 gallons.

Our excellent selection
of garden tools
encompasses all the
basic tools you
expect to
find in every

big box store and
the more specialized

tools that are available in 
catalogs and online. We make sure they

have real utilitarian merit and that they are a
good value. Our tool man, Bill, can get uppity
if he feels a poor tool choice is being made.
He takes it personally. Bill wants you to
have positive feelings about him, our store
and the job ahead when you reach for the
rake or spade in the spring. Please, please,
please compare our prices to the 
competition and remember;
we are full-service, not self-service.  

The phenomenon continues.
The Original Muck Boot

Company now makes clogs.
They come in red, blue or green
and very comfortable and
durable. As our sales represen-
tative said, "They are so tough
you can run them through a
chipper!" A steal at only $1499.

May 15-10a.m til 2p.m.
Container gardening with Tom Kraft.

Free. May 22-Ann Arbor Blues and Jazz Festival
benefit. Latin jazz by Orquestra Saoco. Tickets at

Ticket Master and Downtown Home & Garden. Call for
details. Sundays May 23 thru June 13-9:30a.m. til 10:30a.m.

Introduction to Tai Chi. This event was so popular last year we
invited Jeanie Parker of Wu's Tai Chi back to lead us. Free. June 13-

11a.m. til 2p.m. Insect and Fungus Control with Tom Kraft. Bring
samples, as large as are practical, of damaged plant material for discussion.
Include stems and leaves from both the healthy and distressed parts of
the plant. Free. June 25-6p.m. til 10p.m. Night Market in our garden.

Chinese and Thai ceramics, local artists and collectors, furniture,
live music. Great deals on interesting items and 

lots of fun.

Good Tools

Water Water
Water

The Trake. One tool, two uses.

Cover Up Story
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Women work too. Our selection of work gloves includes many in women's
and children's sizes.  Choose from leather, washable leather, cotton and 

rubber-coated cotton.
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This handsome, white cedar potting bench has a 
generous 43" wide work surface that is 37" high so
you won't have to stoop to work. It's got a shelf above
and a storage area below and can double as a bar. $175.

The Lafuma is the most comfortable, portable, folding
chaise lounge you'll find anywhere. This year it is avail-

able in an extra large size for tall people at $16999. The
price on the regular size is down $20 from last year to $14999.

Friends bond around a fire pit. We offer
several styles and price ranges in copper,
cast iron and steel and we’ve got fire-
wood, kindling and Georgia fatwood so
you can get the fire going as soon as you
get your firepit home.

We've put together a nice little selection
of well-made, inexpensive outdoor grills
and hibachis. Some are light enough to
carry on a picnic, some burn charcoal
and some gas.

Wednesday is delivery
day. We'll bring a little or
a lot. Just $10 anywhere
in the Ann Arbor city
limits. Please schedule
deliveries by Tuesday.

Windham Castings cast aluminum furniture is made
in Plains, Georgia. Its is an excellent example of U.S.
craftsmanship. Cast aluminum is impervious to the
weather, period. Besides being practical, it's very
comfortable. We stock dining tables and chairs and
can special order anything they make for you.

We 
Deliver



Our outdoor furniture isn't the cheapest available but it's far
from the most expensive. It's simply good furniture at reason -
able prices, and stylish too. We choose what we sell as though
we were shopping for ourselves. 

We've been selling Kingsley Bate teak furniture for years. It's one of the three good teak brands available and
we chose it for its handsome design, mortise and tennon construction and lasting value. We start the season
with a huge inventory, which means there is a good chance you can take your furniture home the day you buy
it. Dining tables come in rectangular, round and oval shapes and sizes to seat from two to fourteen.

Our French Bistro is the real deal, as seen on the
streets of Paris. It is made of rugged powder coated
steel and available in four charming colors. It's 
affordable too. Folding chairs are just $60 and tables
start at $120.

Emu makes chic Italian patio furniture and dining
sets of powder coated steel. They are easy to keep
clean, durable and the chairs stack for compact storage.
We sell a lot of it to neighborhood restaurants. Tables
start at $160 and chairs $80.

The Riosol multi-position chaise lounge is super comfortable and built rugged to withstand the most unforgiving
weather conditions. The Riosol chair (not pictured) adjusts to five relaxing positions and with its durable,
portable design, you can take it anywhere and have the best seat in the house.



Margaret, our daughter Jeanne and I were in China last
January when a friend told us about the best Peking duck restau-
rant ever. It was in a Hutong in southwestern Beijing. Hutongs
are densely populated traditional Chinese neighborhoods where
honeycombed homes one and two stories high jumble together
and often share a common interior courtyard. As our taxi nosed
into the Houtong, the streets narrowed to a warren of allies.
Modern Beijing fell behind us as pushcarts and merchandise
spilling out of storefronts clogged the way. We were creeping
now, as the taxi struggled on before finally running out of room
and coming to rest just short of a fruit cart blocking an intersec -
tion. The ride was over. There was no restaurant in sight. We paid
and got out.

Our taxi backed away down the alley and we were left
feeling very out of place and far, far away from home. We were
hungry, didn't know where to turn next and there were no other
western faces anywhere. Just then, the vendor at the fruit cart
turned and pointed up to a sign on a brick wall. It was in English!
Liqun Roast Duck Restaurant. He motioned us along the alley
and we pressed on. The darkness of the alley was comforting. It
made us feel less obvious, and moving, though unsure where, was
better than standing still. We had walked a few minutes when a
couple coming the other direction held up their palms to stop us,
turned us around and, after we retraced some steps, sent us down
another alley.  Suddenly I knew this adventure was going to work
out. Everyone in the neighborhood knew just why we were here
and was looking out for us. Two minutes later, we were standing
in front of Luqin Roast Duck Restaurant beside a neat stack of
firewood.  Homes in the Hutong are heated by coal. The wood
must be for cooking, good omen. In we went. 

Everything about Liqun was confident, enduring and
proud. The two cement steps down from the alley into the dining
room were heavily worn in the center. The wooden corners of
doors and table legs were burnished smooth by the generations of
workers and patrons that had brushed by them. Any details the
wood moldings might have once had were now filled in with lay-
ers of paint. A waitress in Levi's led us past a waist high brick
hearth with copper teakettles heating in red coals. We continued
through a small dining room with six tables adjacent to the
kitchen. Just one was occupied. To the side, a rectangular grid
with iron hooks on it displayed thirty proud, fat, uncooked,
plucked ducks curing at room temperature.

Our waitress seated us in a small side room next to five
guys who looked like they might have been mechanics from the
neighborhood. They were socializing after work with roast duck
and Tsing Tao beer. One, probably the boss, was on his feet hold-
ing forth. Through a rickety glass door, I could see the young cou-
ple in the next room, lovey-dovey as they ate duck and took turns
recording their special night out on videotape. 

I'm crazy about good authoritative service and the best
places get it right, whether they are fancy or just plain good. Good
service is neither indifferent nor bowing and scraping, but rather,
confident with a belief in purpose that sets the stage for all guests
to enjoy themselves. If Liqun had been an after work bar our shy
presence would have dampened the atmosphere and conversely if
it were touted as a "Fine Dining Experience" our neighbors would
have been out of order. Everything about Liqin exuded one sim-
ple message, "We serve great Peking Duck". We were all there for
the same reason.

A young cook brought our duck from the kitchen. It was
such a rich dark brown it might have been hewn from mahogany.
He carved precisely and quickly arranging perfect half dollar
sized medallions of duck on a serving plate, each with its own
piece of crispy duck skin attached. Our waitress brought us a bowl
of chopped scallion, a cruet of hoi sin sauce and a stack of small,
thin pancakes covered with a napkin that kept them warm and
moist. We learned by watching the guys at the next table to place
duck, scallion and hoi sin sauce on a pancake and then to roll it
up and eat it with our fingers. It was the best duck ever, made
even better by the unquestionable authenticity of the place. We
were getting a mellow glow from beer and duck while at the next
table the laughter was getting louder. Soon we started to
exchange toasts and thumbs up signs in an international bonding
ritual that acknowledged them as locals in the know, us as foreign
visitors and the Peking duck as supreme. All was cozy and warm.
Finally, the boss, after several visits to our table leaned close and
pulled a silver cigarette case with holes in the top out of an inside
breast pocket. He opened it to reveal his pet cricket, a black beau-
ty two and a half inches long. We had made friends.  Dinner was
over. 

Out in the cold night air we retraced our steps and over-
took the couple who had been seated in the main dining room.
They were locked arm in arm replaying their video, which illumi -
nated our way with its blue glow. Together we headed back
toward the reality of the modern city warm from the memory of
the best duck ever and an authentic old Beijing experience. I love
traveling. The contrasts and similarities to home are always
revealing.

Our store roots are firmly planted in the 100-year-old liv -
ery stable building that we own here in the center of downtown
Ann Arbor. History is part of our character however, the reality is
that we live and run our store in a modern world. Some of the
items we sell you won't see anywhere else but many can be found
on the inter-net or in the barrage of catalogs that assault you on
a daily basis. Our business thrives in the face of withering com-
petition because of our unwavering commitment to customer
service, full service, not self-service. We choose merchandise as
though we were shopping for ourselves. We know about what we
sell and we stand behind it. We are neither indifferent, nor do we
bow and scrape. Our mission is not merely satisfying the bottom
line of a profit and loss statement for a board of directors. Our
mission is to be worthy of your trust and we take it seriously.

When in Beijing visit Liqun Roast Duck Restaurant No. 11
Beixiangfeng, Zhengyi Road, Qianmendong St., Beijing, China
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Hours of Operation

Monday through Saturday
7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

and
Sundays

11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.


