


d Somewhere down the line, all gardens start with a seed and we've got the best selection of
See S vegetable, flower and herb seeds you'll see in southeast Michigan. W e keep track of the
varieties customers ask for and add new ones each year. We offer Burpee, Ferry Morse, Seeds of Change,
Renee's Seeds (she founded Shepherd's Seeds) and our latest addition, New Dimension Seeds, specializes in
Asian vegetables. Most of these companies offer organic and heirloom varieties. For those of you putting in

a large garden, we sell some popular seeds in bulk for a fraction of what a seed packet costs. All name brand
garden seed packets are 25% off. We have everything you need to start seedlings, including free instructions,
guidance and support.

In China this winter, we enjoyed baby Bok Choy and black mushr ooms. Bok Choy was growing uncovered at temperatur es
ranging from 28 to 35 degrees. Here in Michigan, it could pr obably gr ow until Thanksgiving. We have seeds for Bok Choy .
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Reel Quiet, Reel Reliable, Reel Easy...

It just doesn't make sense to fuss with a gas-fuming power mower if you
have an itty-bitty lawn. W e have tried many reel mowers and the two we

like best are the German-made Brill and the

Agri-Fab, made in Indiana. The

Agri-Fab ,$189, could be compared to a Buick because it is quiet, smooth

and built to last.
and well-designed.

The Brill ,$179, is more like aV olkswagen.It’ s light, quick

Take It Home and Try It Gimmick. One lap around your yard will tell you
more than any pitch | can make. Just leave us a check or credit card and
take one of our demo models home for an hour .

Lawn Care

When the decision makers in your family
agree on how green a lawn they want, how
much work they are willing to put into it, how env

ironmentally

sound it must be and how much money they are willing to
spend, just come on in. W e've got the products and knowledge
you'll need to reach your goals. W e know how to grow a lawn.

Worm Friendly

Organic Fertilizers _gp

Lawn: Milorganite, granular corn gluten meal, Lawn
Restore, soy bean meal grown in Washtenaw County
Garden: rock phosphate, Jersey greensand,
cottonseed meal, kelp meal, granite meal, alfalfa
meal, fish meal, fish emulsion, dehydrated manure,
bone meal, blood meal, worm castings

Soil Ammendments: azomite, soil sulfur, pulver -
ized limestone, composted manure, certified organic
compost, Canadian sphagnum peat moss.

Mulches: straw, hay, shredded hardwood, shredded
cypress, cocoa bean hull. We store our mulch inside
so the bags are clean and we'll load them for you.

Vl,e De\\qer

If you want an old-fashioned,
roll-in-the-freshly-mowed-grass barefoot lawn, be
prepared to water a lot. If not, forget it.

If you want an organic lawn, start with a realistic
expectation. Your lawn won't be perfect but with
enough water, organic fertilizer and weed preventer
you can get good results.

If you want a perfect
lawn use the Scotts 4-Step
program and our advice. We'll guaran-
tee the results and it'll cost a fraction of
what a lawn service charges. Scott's products are
user friendly and they work. Scott's 4-Step
program covers 5,000 sq.ft. for the whole year
for only $54.75.

o W
For those of you with concern for the Huron
Valley watershed we carry fertilizer that has
NO PHOSPHIES.



At Last! A GoodHose Reel

You may now throw out your old, infuriating, plastic
hose reel. Take a deep breath, relax, gardening is
supposed to be fun. Acouple of new, well-made hose
reels have recently crossed our path. They are made
of metal and have good brass fittings. Some are carts
with real rubber tires and some mount firmly to the
side of you house. These new hose reels aren't
inexpensive, but who's counting.
They work.

Baskets for every task...

It's a wonder that ephemeral, organic materials like
reeds and strips of wood, that would compost in the
back yard in a matter of months, somehow become
nearly indestructible when woven into a basket. W e
have dozens of traditional task baskets by Basketville
for harvesting and shopping, for flowers, yarns and
sewing supplies, peanuts, apples
and magazines. Baskets
are useful as well as
esthetically pleasing.

Garden Tools

Check out our garden tool
selection. We are proud of both
the quality and the price. W e held
back when the box stores threw
down the gauntlet and adopted
“absolute lowest price on imported
tools” as their mantra. The tools were
not very good and the value wasn't
there. Chain stores still spend most
of their energy searching for the
cheapest possible tools. The fact of
the matter is, some very nice tools
are coming from overseas these

days. We sell tools made in

England, Korea, Mexico,

China and the U.S.A.

Times are changing and

SO are we.




A Vessel for every plant......

We have lead the way importing container loads of

ceramic garden pots from Vietnam for years. As the
box store chains catch on to the trends we tend to

move on. This year we've added new shapes and
colors to our selection as well as pots from China,
Italy, England, Maine and even the pottery belt of
southern Ohio. Don't stop looking after you see our
outdoor display, there are many more inside. Lower
tariffs have brought prices

down over the past

Poly

few years.
Glazed
Granite o grante and

its surprising weight, add
esthetic value to the bird -
baths, lanterns, benches and
objects we offer as garden
accents. Granite comes in a
variety of natural shades

including pink, gray, beige,
salt and pepper and even
some green. It can be left
outside all winter where it
mellows as it weathers. Some
of the rougher finishes, if
placed in the shade, provide
perfect conditions for mosses
to thrive.

from cacti to violets, from seedlings to trees..... .
We have found some beautiful wooden planters.
They are turned on a lathe, which produces
smooth, graceful shapes. They look much more
finished than a standard rough barrel planter
does. Lots of shapes, made from Yew, Cedar,
Redwood and Tropical hardwoods.

Wood

We carry a line of beautiful, lightweight
polyethylene planters made in Italy . You'll

need to touch them to tell them apart

from the terracotta and they won't crack
when left out all winter . No one will think
"tacky plastic" when they see these. Several of

the good mail-order catalogs offer them but our
prices are always better and we don't charge

extra for freight.

Hanging baskets are usually dreadful green or white

plastic, the antithesis of a beautiful flowering

plant. These natural material baskets and planters

stood out immediately when | first saw them at a

brightly lit, chrome-theme trade show . Choose from

brushwood, woven rope, palm bark, rattan and red

bamboo. ] ]

Edging and Fencing

Here's some decorative willow border fencing that’ s

an eye-pleasing alternative to green metal hoops or

white plastic pickets. 48" sections are available in

hoop-top, woven or

classic styles and 10’

sections of expanding

bamboo cost only $12. We also have privacy screen-

ing in 5' high by 16' long sections made of bamboo,

brushwood and willow. Willow screening is also
available in 6' high.
Screens are easy to
erect. They can mask

a cyclone fence, be fastened to a deck railing or be

stretched between posts or stakes.



. Our Bistro furniture
B|Str0 from France is as
charming as Paris itself. Itis rugged,
reliable, made of powder-coated
steel and available in five colors.
Very affordable.

Emu

Style matters. Emu is chic
Italian patio furniture. W e sell a lot of it to

Teak is the most durable furniture wood.
Teak Of the good plantation teak companies,
we choose Kingsley-Bate due to its style, price and
sturdy mortise and tenon construction. W e sell
garden benches, tea carts and side tables. Dining
sets are most popular. We stock tables
seating two to fourteen people and

many chair styles. Our big ware -

house gives us room to start each

season with a $150,000 inventory.

That means there’s a good

chance we'll have

what you want

in stock and we

will match any

competitor ’s

price.

downtown restaurants. It's easy to keep clean,

it' s durable and the chairs stack for compact storage.
This year we’'ve added benches, new chair styles and
a rectangular dining table that seats six.

We’'re In The Furniture Business, Big Time

Between the internet and the big chain stores, today's shopper is
presented with too much information and too many choices. Do you
have time to process it all? Our mission is to filter what's available

and present a distilled version that reflects our sense of value.

To

us, value is a subjective interpretation of style, reliability and price.

Our interpretation is our store br

and. We don't offer the least

expensive furniture and we certainly don't carry the most expensive. Our
store has been choosing products as though we were shopping for ourselves for 100

years. Our reputation is based on it.

LaFuma makes

Lafuma the most com-

fortable folding chaise lounge

available. It adjusts smoothly to a

fully reclined position where your

knees are raised above your heart; it' s good for the
circulation and leaves almost no pressure on your
lower back. LaFumas are weather-resistant but
many find their way indoors from the patio. Our cost
came down so we've knocked $20 off last year's
price, now $149. This year we have added the new,
extra large size for those over 6 feet tall, $169.



Size does not
belie the attitude
of this vicious,
effective Felco
folding saw.

Felco pruners
are unsurpassed.
We'll match
anyone's price.

Strong leaf bags with our
good name on them.
Five pack/ $1.99.

Kneeler/seats
keep weary, old
bones gardening

in comfort
The Original Plant markers
Pawley's Island in slate, zinc,
Rope Hammock wood and
P plastic

Friends bond around the fire pit. We offer several
styles and price ranges in
copper, cast iron

and steel.
Grow lights, for
year-round gardening and
seed starting.
The one and only Muck Shoe
keeps your feet dry and Houses
comfortable. Coming \Nrefg;
soon “The Super Blue Birds
Clog” by Muck. Ducks and
Bats

You can count on our
greenhouse for interesting, healthy
houseplants all year long.

Wealth is a
giant ball of
twine in the

The deluxe red wagon garage.

you've always wanted, with real rubber tires.



Notes from Downtown Home & Gaden

Dear Friends,

| enjoy swimming upstream. Charting the course of
our old-fashioned, downtown garden store with its
dated business model is proof of that. There must be
easier ways to make a living, but | enjoy being
downtown and figuring out ways to keep the store
relevant to our customers in a world of giant box
store chains. It's my way of staking out an identity
and it works pretty well in  Ann Arbor. However, in
China, where Margaret, our daughter Jeanne and |
traveled in January, such a contrary tack would likely
be overwhelmed. Observing Chinese railroad stations,
road traffic and crowded

sidewalks gave me a

new appreciation of the

phrase "Go with the

flow". In China, we ate

well, found some inter -

esting new merchandise

and learned a little about

a very different culture.

and we took some good

pictures. Stop by and see

them sometime.

Il never forget the

Shanghai train station a

few days before Chinese

New Years. We were on

our way to Hang Zhou,

the ancient city of gardens, and didn't realize that in
the thirty days around the holiday 1.65 BILLION
passengers would use the rail system. The crush was
unbelievable. Lakes of humanity ,with baggage,
swelled where busses and taxis dropped them off.
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Eventually they turned into human rivers eight or ten
people wide that flowed toward the station doors. It
was raining so add umbrellas to the scene. In some
places, the human rivers intersected, becoming
indistinguishable from each other and then
reforming as they passed. Close to the station,
guards regulated the flow at barricades and instructed
the crowds with chrome whistles in an intricate
language of tweets and bursts. Inside the station,
agents at fifty windows were selling tickets lickity-
split. Just as the agents processed one group of
travelers the guards would open the gates and tweet
in another five or eight
hundred. With tickets in
hand, we inched our way
toward the waiting room
and thought we had it
made when we broke
through the crowd into
an open clearing. Suddenly
chrome whistles started
blasting an unmistakable
code red high alert. |
froze like a squirrel on
the highway and looked
up to see a wall of people
charging toward us. The
whistle warning to us,
like the miracle of phone
wires that carry messages in opposite directions
simultaneously, was also recognized by the surging
crowd, which held up just half a step and gave us the
instant we needed to escape. That was a close one.
Go with the flow .

Neighborhood News

Oops, we left Lewis, our orange store cat, out of the Christmas mailer . Sorry, our mistake. Lewis is O.K. He is happy, healthy, warm,
dry and well-fed. Don't panic. Our negligent omission had letters and calls of concern rolling in from as far away as K entucky. If you
have visited the store lately , you probably know he hasn't strayed far from his bed on the heating pad in the front window

Ride . You must know we have our own parking lot and a convenient drive-thru barn. Now there’ s another way to visit us.
Since last fall The Link bus has been running a circuit from campus to downtown to K errytown. It's heated in the winter , air-
conditioned in the summer and I've never seen anyone wait more than ten minutes for it to show up. For just 25 cents, you can zip
around town running errands and enjoying the view without gnashing your teeth at traffic. The Link is civilized urban transportation.

Ernie Harburg and Rick Burgess have closed the Del Rio bar at the corner of Washington and Ashley after a spectacular thirty-year
run. My wife, Margaret, was the first kitchen manager at the Del. Margaret and | met dancing at Ernie's 50th birthday party . In 1973,
Ernie and | convinced the city to plant a tree in front of  The Fleetwood Diner. It was the first of many trees now planted on the
streets west of Main. Now it's full-grown and has already shaded a couple of generations. Time marches on. Ernie and Rick
created a generous spirit at the Del Rio, and later , too, when they bought The Earle Hotel. That spirit encouraged a lot of other
people to invest time and money in our neighborhood. Their presence will be missed.
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