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Did you know there are many kilns in Poland producing genuine Boleslawiec
Polish Pottery? But what they produce is not necessarily the same high-quality,

oven, dishwasher and microwave-safe Polish pottery we offer. Our pickers choose only from the best kilns. The
colors we offer are more vibrant and the cheerful designs are more varied than most of what you'll see at other
stores. Some pieces are even signed by the artist. This holiday season we have our best selection ever of baking
dishes, plates, mugs, spoon rests, bowls and many other styles. 

Pillivuyt is a nearly 200-year-old French porcelain company.
Like our Polish Pottery, it is oven, dishwasher and microwave-

safe. Pillivuyt is understated and stark white. Their simple, elegant shapes leave the focus on the food. Très chic.
Both Pillivuyt and Polish Pottery are the antitheses of our modern “use it and forget it” world. Both are destined
for the china cabinet full of memories of great meals and family gatherings.

When I bought this store from the Hertler family in 1975 we sold
stoneware pickling crocks, storage containers and flowerpots from

the pottery belt of the Ohio Valley. Most of those factories are long since gone. Time marches on, but our recent
trips to China have infatuated us with traditional and contemporary dishes from Asia. We have inexpensive
teacups, dishes and bowls from China and some reasonably priced and very stylish pieces from Japan. 

Polish Pottery

Pill yvuit Porcelain

Asian Dinnerware

Cutlery & Sharpening
People often buy new knives
because they don't know how to go about 
sharpening their old ones. To start with, we sharpen knives for just $2 each. W e also sell

the tools so you can sharpen your own. If you have
sharpening equipment you don't know how to use

just bring it in and we'll show you how . If you are in need
of new knives, we offer Russell Harrington, the American
company that supplies just about every restaurant and
butcher shop in the country , and J. A. Henckels, superb
German cutlery. Through Christmas, we are having a sale
on Henckels 7 and 9 piece block sets. They're all $20 off. 

Remember, a person that tries to sell you a knife
that never needs sharpening will lie about other
things too.



We always got to open our stockings before breakfast, which was a great relief to
the pressure that built up leading to Christmas. The little toys and whimsical
presents were often more fun that the big presents that came later from under the
tree.  We have festive wool stockings knitted in Maine and inexpensive stocking
stuffers like tiddly winks, jacks, marbles, wind-up tin toys, wooden sphere and
cube puzzles and bird calls. There is also the Original Gam, a 7 in 1 hammer and
screwdriver set that has ever smaller screwdrivers in the hammer handle nested
one inside the other. I discovered soap from the Juniper Ridge Company while
in California this summer and decided in only a minute, in spite of my knee
jerk aversion to fancy things, it was worth carrying. Their clean unsweet
scents are juniper, sage, bay laurel, cedar and pinion. The unfortunate
truth is that not everyone is nice. For the truly naughty on your gift list
we offer lumps of coal that come in a scuzzy gift bag.

If you remember Christmas in the '50s and
'60s you'll appreciate the simple, traditional
collection of Christmas tree ornaments
Cindy has put together. Each year the
selection has grown in popularity and
size until it finally started to squeeze
other merchandise off the shelves in our
store. This year the offering is bigger than
ever so we moved it out into our barn and
put in a radiant heat
system so you'll be
comfortable while
you browse. We
don't sell
Christmas tree
ornaments 365
days a year and
we don't have
special parking
lots for tour
busses of people
looking for
them, but we do
have a fun and
inexpensive 
selection. Stop by. 

so we can keep you informed of up-
coming sales and events. If you give us your email address we can
give you a quick heads up when new shipments of Vietnamese 
ceramics or Polish Pottery come in. There never seems to be enough
of them. We promise we will never share your private information
with anyone.

Christmas Ornaments

Sign up for our mailing list

Stocking Stuffers



I am "Mark the Amaryllis King". Look on my collection of 48 varieties and
rejoice. No one, not the catalogs and especially not the box store chains,

have anything nearly as spectacular to offer. Some of my
bulbs are jumbo sized and may produce four stalks, each with
four to six blooms. These are the biggest baddest bulbs in
town. We have many colors, bloom types and sizes to choose

from. One is even fragrant. Purchase just the bulbs or
bulbs pre-potted in interesting ceramics and baskets
ready to give as gifts. Just add water. Don’t fear a
brown thumb, we’ve got easy instructions. Amaryllis

blooms are so spectacular you can't help but notice
them in any room.

Radio Flyer
Radio Flyer toys are so well-made we call them the
"Three Generation Toy". The wagon has real blow up
tires and wooden side rails. The tricycle has handlebar
streamers, a bell and is so sturdy, even I've ridden on it.
There are rolling ponies, scooters (no motors here), a
fire engine and a little red wheelbarrow for young 
gardeners. All are painted bright red. Parents and
grandparents buy Radio Flyers because they’re the 
really cool toys they always wanted when they were kids.

Paperwhite narcissus flowers fill a winter room with
spring fragrance. They take four to six weeks to bloom
after starting them in pebbles and water. Many people
plant them in successive batches to enjoy for months. We
have pebbles, containers, instructions and three more
mildly-scented varieties. 10/$5.99 or 25/$13.99. That’s
even less than last year.

Paperwhites

Amputo
Amsterdam
Aphrodite

Apple Blossom
Baby Star
Bestseller

Chico
Cicero

Cybister Lapaz
Cybister Lima

Cybister Ruby Meyer
Dazzler

Double Record
Emerald
Fairytale

Germa
Gracilis Amoretta

Gracilis Donau
Gracilis Giraffe

Gracilis Santa Cruz
Gracilis Santos

Grandeur
Green Goddess

Jewel

Lady Jane
Lemon Lime

Liberty
Ludwig Goliath

Maria Goretti
Melusine
Minerva

Naughty Lady
Orange Monarch

Pamela
Papillio

Pasadena
Picotee

Picotee Petticoat
Pink Floyd

Prins Carnival
Red Lion

Red Peacock
Rilona

Royal Velvet
Scarlet Baby

Striped
Trumpet Misty

Yellow Goddess

My Amaryllis v arieties.include...



Choose The Original Muck Boot for happy
toes and smiling feet. We’ve sold hundreds of
pairs of Muck Boots and Muck Shoes. They
are warm and water-proof yet won’t make
your feet clammy because they are made of
the diving suit material neoprene. Most 
important, they are very, very comfortable.

Greens, Trees, & Wreaths

Snow Removal

Muck Boots

Sweeping is faster and easier than shoveling, so, for a
light fluffy snow of up to a couple of inches deep, my
favorite tool is a 100% corn warehouse broom made in
Ohio. For heavier snows we have plastic shovels that
won't chip your brick pavers, light-weight aluminum
shovels, steel street shovels for the heavy slushy mess left
by plows at the end of your driveway and even ergonom-
ically designed shovels that prevent wear and tear on
your back. We also stock and have great prices on ice
melters like salt, and magnesium and calcium chlorides
which are easier on your sidewalk, plants and pet’s feet.

There are two reasons the Christmas trees, wreaths and
greens we sell are so fresh and fragrant. First, we deal
with family-owned sources that put an emphasis on quality.
They don't harvest in October, before the frost has had a
chance to set the needles, like some of the mass marketers
do. Second, the basement of our drive-through barn,
where we store the back-stock of our Christmas greenery,
is always moist, with a temperature that hovers around
43 degrees. It's like a huge walk-in cooler and is ideal for
keeping everything nice. How long your Christmas 
greens last will depend on how warm and dry your home
is. At Downtown Home & Garden you know you are
starting out with the best. 

The traditional New England Christmas tree 
is balsam fir. It is very fragrant, relatively 
inexpensive but tends to dry out more quickly
than some. It's my favorite tree.
Fraser fir is a long lasting tree (four to five weeks)
with soft needles.
Concolor fir has a decidedly citrus fragrance. Its
needles can last up to five weeks.
Blue Spruce has an unusual color, loose form and
is easy to decorate. It lasts about three weeks.
Douglas Fir has soft needles and will last three
weeks or so in the house.



The Hertler family built our drive-through barn in 1906
with two functions in mind. The first was to park horses
and the second was to store feed and seed. They mistimed
the livery stable business and when I bought the store
from them in 1975 I had the distinct feeling they still
regarded the internal combustion engine as a passing
fancy. We do, though, still use the barn to store bird
food. It's amazing to me to unload ton after ton of bird
food from a tractor trailer with our forklift and then
watch it go out the door in 5, 10, 25 and 50 pound bags.
We sell mixed bird food, sunflower seed, thistle seed, 
millet, safflower, peanuts, sunflower hearts, shell corn,
corn on the cob and all sorts of suet cakes. If you bring in
this newsletter and check out our prices before Christmas
we'll give you 5 pounds of black oil sunflower seed free!
No kiddin'. 

Bird Feeding

Gifts For Gardeners...

Gift Certificates, In Any Amount

Garden Kneeler and SeatGardening GlovesPicnic Baskets

Orchids and Houseplants

Grow Lights

Bonsai Trees

Felco Pruners

Vietnamese Silk Lamps

Hammocks



For the GoodBoys and Girls On Your List.........

Original Kull Spaetzle Press

Weather Instruments

Basketville Baskets The Cameron Smoker

Iron CookwareSilpat Silicone Baking Sheet

Le Creuset Cookware

Inexpensive, Restaurant-grade Glassware.

Springerle molds

Breads and Pastries

KitchenAid Appliances

All-Clad Cookware 

Copper Cookware 

Vases

Bread Proofing Baskets

Popcorn PoppersJuicers

Wooden Cooking Utensils Boot Scrapers

Fabulous Pepper and Spice Mills

The Bron Mandoline

Heavy-Duty Bakeware

Candles

Our array of merchandise is eclectic. We don't offer all options, rather we filter the marketplace and present you
with the most practical choices. Sometimes the best choice is the most expensive one but sometimes it's an inexpen-
sive plastic widget that just gets the job done. We shop for you as though we were shopping for ourselves, and price
does matter. We match prices on all Le Creuset, All-Clad, KitchenAid and J.A. Henckels products we carry.



Notes from Downtown Home & Garden                                 November 2004 
I've been doing business in downtown Ann Arbor for 33
years. That's not a record but it's long enough to qualify
me as a "retail survivor". Our hundred-year-old farm
store survives because we constantly adapt to the 
changing marketplace. We are always trying to make
ourselves more useful, more interesting and more fun.
This year we've added a
line of stainless steel cook-
ware that is very servicea-
ble and quite affordable.
We've also found bowls, tea
cups, bamboo utensils and
cutting boards from China
and Japan that are inex-
pensive and stylish. We
now wrap presents at no
charge and carry an assort-
ment of bird and plant themed greeting
cards. Old-timers sometimes grouse that
we've become a "Yuppie" store. All I can say
is that barbed wire and dynamite just don't
sell like they used to.
I turned 60 this fall. I used to be the youngest
guy on the block, now I think I'm probably
the oldest. People ask me all kinds of ques-
tions about local history and I enjoy telling
stories about businesses that used to exist
where the Old Town, Three Chairs, and
Sweetwaters are now. When I bought our store, then
Hertler Bros., in 1975, it was run by Gotlieb, Herman
and Emma Hertler. They were 102, 94 and 89 years old
respectively and had run the store since 1906!
Briarwood Mall was sucking the life force out of down-

town in the 1970's. Businesses felt helpless against the
lure of new well-lit stores with up-to-date merchandise
and abundant parking. As traditional downtown stores
that sold shoes, clothing and hardware lost customers
and gave up they were replaced by art galleries and spe-
cialty shops that sold running shoes or upscale clothing.

The big break for downtown came when an
ordinance changed and allowed liquor to be
served outdoors. It paved the way for new
and varied restaurants to open and conse-
quently established Ann Arbor as a thriving
entertainment and tourist destination. It has
been great watching our neighborhood evolve
from a skid row of blowing papers, empty
stores and lost souls to a vibrant, optimistic
community. Things haven't been this good on
Ashley St. since the Hertlers were in their 60's.

I love our old buildings and
all their character even
though they require con-
stant work. I'd never trade
them for a maintenance-
free location at the mall.
This year we painted the
front of the store and put
radiant heat in our barn to
make shopping out there
comfortable year-round.

The store looks cuter than ever with all the Christmas
lights and decorations up. You might even say it's
adorable. Please come for a visit. It's convenient, we
have parking. 

Lewis, our good-natured, orange-tabby, store cat, is being used. We've observed some parents
promising children a visit to Lewis in exchange for good behavior. Lots of adults seek

out Lewis too. If you see a circle of people around here bent over talking baby talk it
could be a cute child in a stroller but more likely it's Lewis sleeping. This animal has
made his way in the world merely by seeking pleasure. Cindy was looking at him the
other day and remarked he's built solid as a meatloaf with a head and tail. Lewis

slept away the summer on the La Fuma reclining lounge chairs we sell but at this
writing has moved to his fall spot on the giant landscaper bags of daffodils. Soon

he'll be perched of top of the leaf bags by the cash register where people can easily
pet him without having to bend over too far. From there he will migrate to his deep

winter spot on the heating pad in the front window. He’d love for you to pay him a call.

Regular Hours
Monday through Saturday 7:30 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Midnight Madness
December 3rd

Holiday Hours, Starting December 10th 
Monday through Saturday 7:30 until 9 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Christmas Eve Day
7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Ashley St. 1977

Ashley St. 2004


