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Onion Plants
Onion Sets

Horseradish

Shallots

Ann Arbor’s best selection of heirloom seeds, new
varieties and organic seeds.

We sell everything you'll need to start seedlings
indoors. Peat pots, flats, starting medium, misters and

heating pads. In case you don't have a sunny window,
we carry fluorescent grow lights good for seedlings
and houseplants, and high-powered metal halide
lights for growing tomatoes and herbs year round in
your home. At Downtown Home & Garden we
offer free instructions, guidance and support.

Most seeds should be started indoors 6-8 weeks
before the last frost. In Washtenaw County the
average last frost date is May 21 so right now is 
perfect. Starting seedlings extra early will not make

bigger, stronger transplants that produce fruit earlier.
Rather, seedlings that are started too early can become

stunted when they either aren't getting enough light or
become root-bound. While they may not die, it can take

them weeks to overcome and start growing again.
Remember, budding is initiated by the length of day, not the
size of the plant. 

25% Off All Packaged Seeds

Don't plant super-
market potatoes.
They’re chemically
treated to inhibit

sprouting, and even
organic potatoes were

probably grown in an area
where potato diseases were

present. Potato farmers start
off each season with certified,

disease-free seed potatoes. You
should too. We've got the largest selection
around. Free instruction sheet.

Take five dollars from your IRA
account and invest it in a bundle of asparagus roots. In two
years you and the family can start sumptuous dining. In four
years you'll have enough to feed the neighbors. With very 
little care your asparagus bed will produce reliable dividends
for one-hundred years. Stocks and bonds can't touch this
yield.

Asparagus

In addition to Elephant garlic, we also sell
Early Italian Purple and Silver Rose garlic. These are soft
neck varieties that can be planted in early spring, as soon as
you can work the soil. Harvest in late fall or let them over
winter in the garden for harvest the following fall. 

Garlic

Potatoes

Hint: Concentrate on starting hard to find varieties from seed. The rest will be available as transplants in the spring.



It seems as though everyone sells planters imported from Vietnam these days but we continue to lead the
pack. Our buyer is at the source, always searching for the new and unusual. We also get pots from Italy,
England, China, Maine and the pottery belt of southern Ohio. Our selection is so big it's out of control. It’s
sheer size will take your breath away. Either planted or left empty plant containers are wonderful indoor
or outdoor accents. You can see lots of them in our garden at the corner of Liberty and Ashley. Come inside
to see more. It's worth the trip. Due to tariff reductions and our huge volume, prices have come down

considerably over the last several years.

Schedule of Events

Vietnamese Pottery

MARCH 22-Mark Hodesh, Downtown Home & Garden,
demystifies establishing and maintaining a green lawn using
commercial and organic methods. FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m.
MARCH 29-Joe Wissing, Manchester Wildflower Seed Co.,
teaches wildflower gardening A-Z. For novice and
advanced gardeners. FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m.
APRIL 5, APRIL 12, APRIL 19-Washtenaw County
Extension SOILTEST DROPOFF. Master Gardeners on
hand to answer questions and accept your soil samples
9a.m. until 2p.m. $14 charge for each soil test.
APRIL 19-Tom Kraft, Vandenberg Bulb Co., talks about
time-saving gardening tools and the principles of pruning.
FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m.
APRIL 26-Mark Hodesh, Downtown Home & Garden,
demystifies establishing and maintaining a green lawn using
commercial and organic approaches. FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m.
MAY 10-Joe Wissing, Manchester Wildflower Seed Co.,
teaches wildflower gardening A-Z. For novice and
advanced gardeners. FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m.
MAY 18 thru JUNE 22-Casual introduction to Tai Chi lead
by students of Wu's Tai Chi Academy of Ann Arbor. FREE.
Sundays from 9a.m. until 10a.m.
MAY 31-Tom Kraft, Vandenberg Bulb Co., teaches container
gardening: techniques and plant choices. For novice and
advanced gardeners. FREE. 10a.m. until 2p.m

Our shipment comes in.



When the decision makers in your family agree on how green a lawn they want,
how much work they are willing to put into it, how environmentally sound it
must be and how much money they are willing to invest just come to us. We've
got the products and the knowledge you'll need to reach your goals.

If the Agri-Fab reel mowerthat we have been selling for years is a Buick because it is quiet,
smooth and sure then our new Brill reel mower from Germany is a Volkswagen because it
is light and quick yet built to last. If you have a small in-town lawn, why on earth would you
want a noisy, fume-producing power mower?
Take It Home and Try it Gimmick: One lap around your yard with one of our reel 
mowers will tell you more than any pitch I can make. Just leave us a check or credit card
deposit and take one of our demos home for an hour.

Hint: If you want to grow an old-fashioned, roll in the freshly mowed grass, barefoot lawn be prepared to water a lot. If not, forget it.

Quiet Mower, Quiet Neighborhood

We Know Lawns .......

If you want a perfect lawn, follow the
Scotts 4-Step program and our advice. We'll guarantee the results and it will cost

a fraction of what a lawn service charges Scott's products are user friendly and they work.
Just add water and mow. Scott's Spring Sale now in progress. The Scott's 4-Step

Program covers 5,000 square feet for the whole year, only $54.75.

If you want anorganic lawn, start with a realistic 
expectation. It won't be perfect but with enough water, organic fertilizer 

and weed preventer, you can get good results.

For those who prefer ano phosphate fertilizer out of 
concern for the Huron Valley watershed, we had an 18-0-6 blend made for

us. It has enough nitrogen to really keep the lawn green.

We were honored when our Christmas
newsletter won an "Addy Award" from the

Ann Arbor Ad Club and moved on to the
regional competition. We love to produce
our newsletters and the professional recog-
nition was validation. Lewis, our laid back
orange tabby, was on Margaret's lap as she

drew the cover art. Lewis was on Cindy's lap
as she did the graphic layout. Lewis was on my lap as I
wrote the copy. How could one cat get so much done?
We are thankful for his contribution.



Spring Cleaning
I don't exactly like spring cleaning but I do like the way it
makes me feel, virtuous and superior. Wash, dust and make
the glass sparkle, rake out the shrubs, take lawn bags to the
curb, prop the doors open and cross tasks off the list.. Yes
sir,what a productive day. Come see us this spring for good
brooms, rake, leaf bags,pails and brushes.

Bird Feeding
In the winter people enjoy watching birds from

indoors with the windows shut. In the spring bird songs
add another dimension to the enjoyment as they drift in
through open windows. You'll get lots of action and new
varieties at yourfeeders by keeping them filled through
the nesting season and into early summer. Some people
feed year round. We have a great selection of bird 
feeders, great prices on bird food and bird houses and
bird baths for your backyard habitat.



the original Muck Shoe
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Don’t Buy Mail-order, Buy Downtown.

The Original Coil Hose

Vietn
ameseSilk Lanterns

in three sizesand

lots of colors

TheOriginal Muck Shoe



Lafuma lounges adjust smoothly from a sitting posi-
tion to a completely reclined one. Tipped way back, your knees

rise just above your heart which is relaxing as well as good for
your circulation. Because of their unique contour, your body

is supported with almost no pressure on your lower back.
Lafuma lounges fold, are weather resistant and made in

France. Here's a happy deflation story. Our Lafuma price
has dropped twenty dollars this year to $169.99. Don't

forget, we match internet and box store prices.

Our folding, French café furniture is as charming as Paris
itself. In fact, it's the same rugged and reliable, steel furniture

used in many French cafes. Each piece gets ten successive primer
and paint coats. Available in Black, Vanilla, French Blue, Tangerine

and Anise Seed Green and at very affordable prices. 

Of all the good teak furniture companies we choose to carry Kingsley-Bate teak
because of its style, value and mortise and tenon construction. It's good 
furniture for a reasonable dollar. Teak benches are placed as memorials
in city parks, schools or hospitals or, most often, become a 
destination in a corner of the garden that provides a comfortable,
familiar place to "take a load off". Kingsley-Bate also makes
terrific dining tables and chairs. Our big warehouse gives us
room to start the season with a $150,000 inventory. That
means there is a pretty good chance we'll have what you
want in stock. We get early order container discounts that
allow us to sell for less and we'll match any price.

Style matters. We spotted Emu, a chic, Italian patio furniture line across a sea of mediocrity at the
Merchandise Mart in Chicago. It’s stackable, made from powder coated steel and extremely durable.
We sell a lot of it to Ann Arbor restaurants for outdoor seating. Many of them have been using it for
years and it still looks like new. You will notice EMU in some mail-order catalogs but as usual, we
sell for less and there is no freight.

Hours of Operation
Monday through Saturday

7:30 a.m.‘til 7:00 p.m.
and

Sundays
11:00 a.m.‘til 4:00 p.m.



Notes from Downtown Home & Garden
March 2003Danger

A generation ago there were eleven vacant storefronts on
Main St. and nightlife in downtown Ann Arbor was 
seriously dangerous. You could get your nose flattened or
loose a couple of teeth in a heartbeat in the days before
"lattes" and "double caps". Blue collar bars had hillbilly,
not country, music on the jukebox, and hustlers like
Cornbread Red and
Toledo Joe shot good
pool and kept an eye 
on the exit. After the 
bars closed legendary
tough guys from
Chelsea, Hamburg and
Whitemore Lake drank
coffee, smoked cigarettes
and waited for trouble
at legendary restaurants
like Loy's, the Whitespot
and Dagwood Diner.
You didn't wear
Bermuda shorts in
places like those. At the
Union Bar, where the
Old Town is now, you
could order a shot and eggs starting at 7 a.m. Hookers
worked around the Earle Hotel and the lobby, where
Sweetwaters is now, was the waiting room for the White
Star bus line, which ran from Ann Arbor to Paducah,
Kentucky and back. Town and gown didn't mix much in
those days except for U.M. football vs. townie fights on
Thursday nights at the Schwaben Inn. Such was the night
scene when I started the Fleetwood Diner in January 1972.
The prosperity of downtown was far from sure. 

I had a great time at the Fleetwood and I've got a 
thousand stories to tell. The corner of Liberty and Ashley
was the epicenter of the neighborhood and I had the best
possible view. I opened at 11 p.m. and ran all night until
three the next afternoon. Not much got by me. I got to cook
breakfast for some dangerous dudes and I even made some
money. In 1975 I sold the Fleetwood and bought Hertler
Bros. which I now run as Downtown Home & Garden.

As much as I love the old days and telling stories about
them, downtown is more interesting now than it was thirty
years ago and to me it's even more fun. Now well-dressed
people go to good restaurants, jazz clubs and theatres.
Parents with kids and ice cream cones window shop and
enjoy the crowds. We've survived as downtown merchants
because we've been willing to change our store to reflect

the new market. From livery stable and farm store 
beginnings we now offer coffee and Zingerman's
Bakehouse breads and pastries. We've expanded the use of
our old dark side lot to include not only parking, but also a
vibrant urban garden and outdoor retail space. It's a 
beautiful place to showcase our pots, plants and granite 

statuary. Also in the garden
this summer, we'll have
produce available from
organic growers on
Fridays and Sundays
and we're offering free 
Tai Chi sessions (see
schedule of events).
Three Chairs will move
across the street to larger
quarters in the renovated
former Schwaben Inn.
No more brawls there.
Susan Chastin continues
to light up the street
with excellent jazz at 
the Firefly Club and
the always upbeat

Sweetwaters Cafe is right on time with lattes and double
caps. Our block on Ashley St. has changed from a grimy
side street to a prosperous and interesting addition to 
downtown. The future looks great.

How Can the Little Guy Compete
On Price?
1) We don't have an out of state headquarters to support.
Our headquarters is right upstairs. 
2) We don't have to manipulate profits to please a board of
directors. We just have to please our customers.
3) We don't have to pay high mall rents. We own our building.
4) Most of our store isn’t heated or air conditioned. Can
you imagine what it costs to control the climate in one of
those monster big boxes? No one has fainted or frozen to
death around here for years. 

It makes me wonder, "How can the big box stores compete
with the little guy?” In addition to good prices we filter out
the junk products and provide good information and hand
out sheets. We want you to leave satisfied, not frustrated.
We've got free parking and we'll load your 
purchases and wash your windshield. Shopping downtown
is fun and easy. Let's do some business this spring.

Corner of Liberty at Ashley, 1977


