
210 South Ashley • Ann Arbor • Michigan • 48104 • 734-662-8122



Squirrelsare alert, industrious, thrifty, fury and cute. To
keep them well-fed on cold winter days we sell corn-on-
the-cob, sunflower seed and peanuts. We also have feeders
specially designed for squirrels.

Squirrels are the scourge of bird feeding. They are greedy,
wasteful, determined, destructive bullies. We carry special
feeders that slam shut when squirrels climb on them, flip
over when squirrels jump on them and spin furiously when
squirrels cling to them. We also sell baffles
to keep them from shimmying up a
pole or sliding down a wire.
Some customers tell us there is
nothing quite like the warm 
feeling they get from seeing a
squirrels beady, oppor-
tunistic eyes turn dull with
resignation after defeat.

By the pound or by the ton...

PLEASE
FEED THE

BIRDS

We sell a lot of birdfeeders and we've got a good selection but the heart of our wild
bird business is birdseed. That's what customers come back for week after week, all
year long. We weigh up birdseed by the pound so you can create a mix of your own
that encourages the birds you'd like to see. We have a chart that will tell you which
birds prefer which seed. Our store has been selling birdseed for over one hundred
years. We know the business and have excellent prices, especially on fifty-pound
bags. We are lucky to have our own parking lot, right here in downtown Ann Arbor,
but for the ultimate in easy shopping, wheel right into our drive-thru and let us do

the loading for you. You don't even have to get out of the car to shop if
you don't want to.

For the Fireplace 
Our store used to be heated by wood stoves and in the
1970’s and 1980’s, during the oil embargo, we sold quite a
few airtight wood burners. Heating with wood is less 
popular than it used to be, so these days we sell fireplace
equipment. What we offer is good-quality, handsome and
priced right. We're into hearthside utility, not cheap 
opulence. Check out our fireplace screens, tools, bellows,
log carriers, grates, ash buckets, hearth brooms, fireproof
gloves, corn poppers and wood storage racks.

Genuine Georgia Fatwoodfire starter lights instantly with
just a match. No chemicals added, just natural resin. Don't
over-pay for small boutique bags. We sell by the pound and
in 50 lb. boxes.



It's going to snow one of these days,
but who knows if the snow will be
heavy and wet, light and fluffy or
crusty on top with ice. I've been told
the Eskimos have twenty-two names
for different kinds of snow. We offer
a lot of snow shovels including some
ergonomically designed to make
shoveling easier on your back. Stop
by and we'll show you which shovels
are right for which kinds of snow.

Enjoy the security of knowing your sidewalk and

steps are as safe as possible this winter. 

The right tool..

Remember, if you put ice-melter out before a storm you can get away with using much less of it.

Rock Salt is inexpensive, melts ice to 15 degrees
and doesn't cake. It’s not for use on new concrete.
Use carefully around vegetation.

Calcium Chloride pellets melt ice to minus 20
degrees. Use half as much as rock salt. It’s not for
use on new concrete but it is good for use on
asphalt roofs to melt ice dams.

Potassium Chloridemelts ice to 15 degrees, is
relatively safe around plants and grass and doesn't
track in like salt. Good melter for use on roofs.

Magnesium Chloride melts ice to minus 25
degrees and works faster than other ice-melters. It
is relatively safe for plants, grass and roofs, and is
less corrosive than rock salt or calcium chloride.

]

]

]

Muck Bootowners have an almost cult-like devotion to this footwear. We've
had some customers buy a pair in the morning and then bring friends or rela-
tives back that afternoon to get a pair. Muck Boots are
waterproof yet they wick so they don't get steamy inside.
The insoles come out for washing and the arch is strong
enough for digging, but most important,
they are COMFORTABLE.



You gotta know the temperature at your
house to claim bragging rights for coldest

night or hottest day. The Weather
Channel can only make broad
generalizations. We carry a wide
variety of good-looking, accurate

thermometers. Some mount at the
side of a window, some are large

enough to read across the
yard and some read remote
sensors outside while you
are cozy and warm inside.

Others are complete
weather stations that
read temperature,
humidity and baro-
metric pressure. They
come in wood, brass,
copper, steel, glass,
plastic and slate. $6.00

to $70.00.

We can't go beyond what Ari, Frank and Paul have been
telling you for years about Zingerman's Bakehouse breads
and pastries. What we cansay is that we receive four bread
deliveries a day, so fresh they're often still warm. Nothing
could be more convenient than pulling into our drive-thru,
out of the snow and rain, to get a loaf of bread or a fabulous
Zingerman's pastry and a coffee. If you want a no-line, no-
hassle place to order and pick up your Zingerman's holiday
pies and stollen, give us a call at 662-8122 and ask to
speak with someone in The Breadbox. We are open from
7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday and on
Sundays from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. See the back page
for special holiday hours.

Having a good knife and knowing how to use one 
properly are two separate things. We can help you with
both. We can explain the difference between our fine,
German-made, stainless steel cutlery, French-made, carbon
steel knives and American-made knives that are so rugged
and inexpensive that they are used in restaurants around
the world. It seems as though most recipes involve 
chopping or dicing something. It’s a skill that everyone
who cooks should posess. Bring in an onion and we can
show you how to dice it quickly and safely. If you don't
know how to make sense of the hodge-podge of knives in
your kitchen drawer, bring them in. We'll sort through
them with you and help you decide which ones to keep,
which ones to pitch, and which ones to buy to build a basic
set. Bad, dull knives are a correctable annoyance. It'll take
just a few minutes and a few bucks to smooth out your 
cutlery problems. Come on in.

of France makes pure white, porcelain serving dishes that
are très élégant. Like the Boleslawiec stoneware, they are
fired at 2500 degrees, which gives them the same strength
and durability.

We sell knives. We sharpen knives. We know knives.

We Want Your Knife Business

Is The Weather Outside Frightful?

originated as folk art, in what is now called Poland, during
the early 1800s. Each piece is hand-painted with a 
cheerful design that incorporates the iridescent eye 
markings of the peacock feather. No two pieces are alike.
Polish Pottery, as it is commonly called, is fired at over
2500 degrees, which makes it safe for dishwasher,
microwave or oven. Some collect it for display and others
use it every day.

Boleslawiec Stoneware

Pillivuyt 



We sell toys but we don't consider ourselves a toy store.
We're not interested in toys that owe their success to a slick
marketer.  What we look for are toys with classic design that

you can enjoy without consulting
an instruction manual. The Radio Flyer Retro
Red tricycle with real rubber tires, streamers
and a first-rate bell is our favorite. Stop in and
check out our selection of Radio Flyer classics
along with other time-tested 
standards like jacks, tiddly
winks, marbles and dominoes.
At Downtown Home & Garden,
we know a good time. 

There is no bestcookware. The right cookware depends on you; how you cook, what you cook and your
esthetic values. Nothing heats a delicate sauce more evenly than our French copper cookware by
Mauviel. If you are browning meat, the best you can do is a homely, old iron skillet because iron holds heat
even when cold food is added. You could make a delicious, rich, beef stew with carrots and onions in an All-Clad

stockpot, but the same stew, served from a flame orange, Le Creuset French oven is so 
beautiful it will make your guests gasp with delight. We know something about cookware

and we have opinions about esthetics. We'd be glad to share our information and
our opinions if it will help you get the right cookware foryou.

All-Clad, Le Creuset, Mauviel, and Lodge make outstanding cook-
ware. We are proud to offer them all, but we know that sometimes
outstanding is unnecessary. Fagor stainless steel stockpots are made

in China. They have an aluminum wafer bottom to distribute heat evenly
and come with a pasta basket, vegetable steamer basket and glass lid. No one
would call these fancy but they are more than acceptable. Anyone setting up
a first-time kitchen should consider them. 8 quart stockpot set $40.00 and 
12 quart set $60.00.

provide the most fragrance for the least amount of work. Just put
pea gravel, stone or some marbles in any bowl, vase or other 
container that holds water. Nestle the bulbs into the stone and then
add water until it almost touches the bottoms of the bulbs. Place in a
sunny window. That's all there is to it. In about six weeks you’ll have
flowers. If you start a bowl of paperwhites every two or three weeks
you'll get an uninterrupted parade of spring-like, fragrant blooms right
through winter.

Cookware...

Paperwhite Narcissus Bulbs

Fun!



Cindy has a great eye for Christmas ornaments. This year
she has put together a spectacular display yet the ornaments
themselves are not glitzy or expensive. They are 
inexpensive, homey and traditional. You'll 
recognize the genre if you were a kid

in the fifties or sixties.

Mixed evergreensare easy to decorate with. Try an arrangement on a a table near your entryway or on the mantelpiece.
You can also spruce up a dull, empty window box with a few evergreen branches, some lights and ornaments.

Evergreen Ropingis great for wrapping around pillars and posts, draping around your front porch or hanging in swags on
the front of your house. Weave it through the spindles of your stair rail, or in and around the dishes of a holiday buffet. 

Evergreenswags make your front door welcoming and festive. Madeof Noble Fir and Juniper, only $7.99.

Traditional wr eaths, nice and fat, not skimpy and flat, 22 inches in diameter and made of Noble Fir, Juniper and Cedar
(with a red bow, of course) $29.99. Boxwood wreathsavailavle in two sizes, 16 inch $19.99 and 20 inch $24.99.

Available in Cedar, White Pine, and Boxwood

We carry Juniper, Incense Cedar, Fir Tips, White Pine Tips

Oh Christmas Tree
T h e

b i g
operators

start to cut
t h e i r

C h r i s t m a s
tr ees in October

then let them sit
at the edge of a

field dr ying for a
month before shipping

them to the chain stores.
No wonder the needles

fall of f so quickly. Our
tr ees are cut in Novemberin

northern Michigan after the
fr ost has set their needles.

When you buy a tree from us,
we'll make a fresh trunk cut, bale

it and fit it in your car or tie it to the
roof. We give full service.

Nowadays, it's hard to imagine decorat-
ing a Christmas tree in your home with

open flame candles. Nevertheless, in the
days when it was done, Balsam Firwas often

the preferred tree due to the way it relaxes,
leaving open space above and below each

branch. These open spaces are delightful, little
nooks with plenty of room for hanging decorations.

The Balsam Firalso gives off a forest-like fragrance. 
It’ s my favorite Christmas tree.

Greens Galore....



This year we've assembled a stylish, upbeat wrapping
paper department. Our gift wraps are printed on

heavy-weight paper and adorned with classic
designs by Frank Lloyd Wright, rich embossing,

retro swirls, traditional motifs
and metallics from The

MOMA's holiday collec-
tion. We’ve got ribbon
to match them all.

As I surveyed the breadth
of our amaryllis bulb display
this fall, I was so
moved by the
sheer enormity 
of it that I pro-
claimed myself
Mark, The
A m a r y l l i s
King. I'm sure a
slick, mail-order
company from
out of state has
just slipped
one of their glossy
catalogs into your
mailbox. Folks, if you're
not rich and you really do
love amaryllis, don't pick
up the phone. Put that 
catalog down and come
right in to check out our
extravaganza. We've added
new varieties this year and
increased our already great
selection of handsome,
inexpensive pots that are
just the right size for
amaryllis bulbs. Please
shop early. We do run 
out. Free, straightforward
instruction sheet with each
bulb. I am Mark, The
Amaryllis King.

Amaryllis

creates the distinctive illus-
trations you have seen for
years on the cover of our
guides. Many of you save
them right out of the 
newspaper. She has taken 
collecting the series to a new
level by offering them in
limited editions, printed on
archival paper, matted and
signed. They are also 
available framed.

Margaret Parker Community Potting Bench
If you’d like to pot up
some bulbs or repot a plant
you've just purchased,
you're welcome to use our
community potting bench.
It's in the warm, tropical
atmosphere of our green-
house, it’s free of charge
and it keeps the mess out of
your house.



We were honored to host 
Project Grow’s 3rd Annual
Tomato Tasting. The winner was
Sun Sugar with Lillian's Yellow
Heirloom coming in second. Last
year's winner, Aunt Ruby's
German Green, didn't taste nearly
as good this year and placed
almost last. Apparently, each 
variety responds differently to the
variations in growing seasons.

In October we held our 4th
Annual Jam Tasting and Contest.
The first prize of an 8 quart stock
pot went to Patricia White for her
Ginger Lemon Marmalade. The
sweet, tart flavor was excellent
and it’s near-butter texture melted
on toast. Pick up a copy of the
recipe next time you’re in the
store and thanks to all the jammers
who participated.

Regular Hours
Monday through Saturday

7:30 a.m. until 7 p.m.
Sunday

11 a.m. until 4 p.m.
]

Midnight Madness
December 5th

]
Starting December 12th

Monday through Saturday
7:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Sunday
11:00 a.m. until 5 p.m.

]
Christmas Eve

7:30 a.m. ‘til 3:00 p.m 

The DDA is presenting a holiday gift, free parking in it’s
seven parking structures the Friday after Thanksgiving and
on each of the four Saturdays leading up to Christmas.

Dear Friends,
Isn't it a bit odd that, as a garden store, we sell good
kitchen wares? The Hertler family, who I bought
the store from in 1975, operated a livery stable
(where our drive-thru and parking lot are now)
when they opened in 1906. They also sold equip-
ment for the farm kitchen. Nowadays, milk cans
and cream separators have gone by the wayside but
we still sell butter churns, sausage stuffers and
meat grinders. We have tailored our product line to
suit the modern cook. Now we carry the best brand
names like Henckels, KitchenAid, All-Clad and
Lodge. Many of these lines are available at the mall
but think of us before you run out there and get
stuck in traffic or over-pay. Let us save you time,
money and aggravation. Mall stores pay high rent.
Just try to get themto match our prices. Sears and
Roebuck was a fierce competitor in the early 
twentieth century but they fled downtown for the
mall years ago. It just goes to show you what a 
little tenacity can do. We have adapted and 
survived. I don't think Sears even sells a
good butter churn anymore.
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